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Historical Tourism Site

Wiang Thai
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Many of you may have heard of Wiang Tha Kan from social media. This ancient site dates back
to the Hariphunchai period and has been beautifully restored by the Fine Arts Department. It’s now
a significant historical attraction in Chiang Mai, nestled right in the heart of a community that actively
participates in its preservation. The harmonious blend of ancient ruins and modern life makes Wiang
Tha Kan a unique destination.

Let me invite you to explore the remarkable beauty of these ancient structures. Each one

offers a distinct shape and style, and together they provide a fascinating glimpse into the region’s

history and the community’s commitment to preserving their cultural heritage.
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Easily accessible by car, Wat Ton Kok
is located just 34 kilometers from Chiang Mai
city center on the Chiang Mai-Hod Road. After
entering San Pa Tong district and reaching the
Bang Tung Siaw intersection, turn left towards
Ban Tha Kan. Approximately 2 kilometers down
the road, you’ll find Wat Ton Kok on your left.

The temple’s main attraction is a large
brick stupa, located just a short distance from
the road. As one of 23 abandoned temples
in Wiang Tha Kan, this stupa is the largest in
the group. Its distinctive features include a
bell-shaped design atop a three-tiered base
and a top section resembling the common
Lanna-style bell-shaped stupas.

Beyond the stupa lies a small forest. The
temple walls have deteriorated over time and
are now at ground level. Today, a new Wat Ton
Kok temple stands on the opposite side, near
the Tai Khaen community center.

Wat Ton Kok serves as the gateway to
Wiang Tha Kan, a significant historical site in
Chiang Mai province. Approximately 1 kilometer
further, you’ll encounter the sprawling ruins of
Wiang Tha Kan.

Located in Ban Klang Subdistrict, San
Pa Tong District, Wiang Tha Kan was once a
rectangular city surrounded by a moat and earthen
walls. The area was originally a lowland plain
with the Mae Khan River flowing nearby. Over
time, locals cleared the forest to build homes
and cultivate land, with the ancient city situated
on a hill and agricultural areas surrounding it.
The ancient city was designed with residential
areas concentrated in its core, while agricultural
lands were placed on the periphery. Wiang Tha
Kan today still clearly retains its ancient city

characteristics, forming a rectangular shape

measuring 700 meters by 500 meters. The city
was encircled by a single moat, 7-8 meters
wide, and double layers of earthen walls or

embankments.
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Based on archaeological evidence, Wiang
Tha Kan was established during the reign of King
Aditya, the ruler of the Hariphunchai Kingdom,
in the 13th Buddhist century. It was a small city
within the Hariphunchai Kingdom.

Later, during the reign of King Tilokaraj
(1984-2020 CE), Wiang Tha Kan came under
the rule of Chiang Mai and served as a strategic
location for storing food supplies due to its fertile
land. However, in 2101 CE, King Bayinnaung
of Ava conquered Chiang Mai, including Wiang
Tha Kan. After Chiang Mai’s attempts to regain
independence from Burmese rule, both cities
were abandoned for approximately 20 years .
from 1775 to 1796 CE. In 1796 CE, Phraya Kﬁwi’é
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defeated the Burmese and reclaimed Chiang Mai,
subsequently resettling Tai Yong people in Wiang
Tha Kan.

Archaeological artifacts, such as earthenware
Buddha images and bronze Bodhisattva statues,
showcase the Hariphunchai art style, indicating
the city’s early establishment. Additionally, Lanna-
era relics have been found both within and outside
the city.

Currently, the remaining archaeological sites
are divided into six groups.

Group 1, the central archaeological
site or Wat Klang Wiang (abandon) temple,
is the largest, spanning 14 rai. Key findings
include an octagonal Hariphunchai-style stupa,
a Lanna-style circular stupa, and other
stupas and viharns. Notably, gold, silver, and
bronze Buddha images were discovered,
along with Yuan dynasty celadon jars. The
presence of these jars suggested trade relations with
China. The stupa is located near Wat Tha Kan, and
the community market was situated between the
stupa and the temple. The community coexisted
harmoniously with the temple, using it for religious
ceremonies and daily life, while maintaining the

cleanliness of the archaeological site.

Yuan Dynasty celadon far Kepl
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Group 2: Eastern Group or Wat
Phra Ubosot Group; Due to the construction
of a ubosot (ordination hall), which is now in
ruins, the local people have demolished the old
ubosot and rebuilt it on the original foundation.
The remains of a Lanna-style circular stupa and
part of a viharn (hall) have also been found. The
floor of the viharn was entirely made of bricks,

and both the viharn and the main stupa were

surrounded by walls.
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Stupa in Wat Ubosot Temple (Abandon)

Group 3: Northwest Group or Ton
Pho (Bodhi Tree) Group; in the past, King Mangrai
planted Bodhi trees in this area, hence the name.

Group 4: Central-Eastern Group or
Wat Hua Kwang; this group consists of the ruins
of stupas and viharns.

Group 5: Southeast Group or Wat
Phra Chao Kam; this group contains ruins of
a large-scale ancient site.

Group 6: Eastern Northeast
Group or Ton Kok Group; as described earlier.

o

o
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Distinctive Features of Wiang Tha Kan

Consistent with evidence of its
construction during the Hariphunchai period,
the city was typically located in a lowland area
near a river for convenient water transportation.
The city was usually built in a rectangular shape,
surrounded by two layers of walls and a moat in
between. Additionally, four other cities were built
near Lamphun during the Hariphunchai period,
each located approximately 8 kilometers apart.
Archaeological evidence, such as similar
artifacts and sculptures, has been found in these
cities, including (1) Lamphun, (2) Wiang Mano
(Hang Dong district, Chiang Mai), (3) Wiang Tho

/" (Jom Thong district, Chiang Mai), and (4) Wiang

Tha Kan.



L. cCities closed to Lamphun

Community Living-style

Over the decades, Wiang Tha Kan has suffered significant
deterioration. Many structures have collapsed, leaving behind
only foundations. Some structures, while still standing, have
been damaged by excavation, dismantling, and displacement.
Additionally, the limited land available for community use has
led to the construction of public utilities over ancient sites, and
trees have grown into the brick foundations of some structures,
causing distortion. These factors have made restoration efforts
increasingly challenging.

After years of continuous restoration by the Fine Arts
Department, Wiang Tha Kan is now in a more beautiful state.
Local government organizations and residents have recognized
the importance of these ancient sites and have joined efforts
to preserve them by maintaining cleanliness and preventing
any damage. Visitors are also requested to follow the rules and
regulations, such as staying quiet, behaving respectfully, and

refraining from graffiti or damaging the site in any way.

The community of Ban Klang has been promoted as
a historical tourism destination. Tourists can visit and enjoy the
ancient sites of Wiang Tha Kan while learning about the history
and archaeology of the area. The local community has managed
tourism in a way that is compatible with cultural preservation.
Initially, civil society organizations and government agencies
at the central, regional, and local levels supported Wiang Tha
Kan as a historical tourism destination, promoting community
-based products, restaurants, and home-stay as well as
providing public utilities and local tour guides. This preamt,
tourists are not crowded in communities. All stakeholdes should
support communities to improve their historical touris capacities

to meet Sustainability.

Tourist information of Wat Klang Wiang Temple




Strategic Management of Historical
Tourism

Somsri Ruchdaponkul proposed
suggestions for the sustainable management of
historical tourism sites through the involvement
of various sectors as follows:

o Collaborative efforts: Open opportunities
for collaboration among all relevant sectors,
including the public, private, and non-governmental
organizations at all levels, to drive tourism
development in a unified manner.

e Strategic planning: Develop long-term,
medium-term, and short-term strategies for driving
historical tourism to ensure that development
directions are aligned at the national, regional,
and local levels.

® Product and service development:
Develop product and service plans, establish
product and service standards for the group, and
continuously monitor results to improve service
quality for tourists and prevent the exploitation
of tourists.

e Community-based development:
Develop products, services, and marketing
strategies for the community. Relevant sectors
should conduct research to identify and address
challenges and enhance tourist satisfaction.

e Comprehensive tourism services:
Develop a comprehensive range of historical
tourism services to attract tourists and generate
more income for the community.

e Community awareness: Educate
communities living in or near historical sites to
foster a sense of love and appreciation for these

assets.

Grurhmuoae 1

e Law enforcement: Strictly enforce

laws and regulations to prevent damage to
historical sites and the environment.

e Publicrelations: Disseminate information
about community activities, products, and
services related to the preservation of historical

sites through various channels.

Mainstreaming of Historical Tourism
Implementation

Additionally, Somsri also provided
additional suggestions for improving community
services in historical tourism areas to enhance
visitor satisfaction and encourage repeat visits:

e Safety measures: Implement robust
safety measures to ensure visitors can explore

the arehaeological site safely at all times.




e Friendly service: Provide friendly,
welcoming, and hospitable service to all visitors.

® Information services: Establish

information points to provide accurate
informationto tourists and educate the local
community.

e Adequate facilities: Provide sufficient,
clean, and appropriate public facilities such as
restrooms, parking, and restaurants.

o Clear signage: Install clear and

easy-to-understand signage to guide visitors and

facilitate convenient trip planning.

e Diverse tourism offerings: Develop a

variety of historical and cultural tourism activities
to create memorable experiences and attract
visitors.

e Effective marketing: Promote the site
through various channels and media to increase
awareness and attract visitors.

e Continuous improvement: Conduct
research to identify problems, challenges, and

impacts related to managing historical sites

as cultural tourism destinations, and develop

appropriate solutions

Wiang Tha Kan is a beautifully restored archaeological site, and the local community is proud
to welcome visitors. Local communities are ready to welcome all groups of tourists. Therefore,
relevant stakeholders should consider ways to develop and improve Wiang Tha Kan to restore it
to a valuable historical tourism destination. The aforementioned suggestions can be considered
to promote community income generation through the sale of goods and services linked to the
archaeological site, foster a sense of ownership and pride among the community, and ensure the

long-term preservation of Wiang Tha Kan.
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