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The author initiated the idea of writing this article with the intention
of undertaking a project related to the integration of an Eco - town concept
within an old community filled with valuable arts and cultural heritage worth
preserving. This presents a significant challenge in blending development with
conservation, akin to balancing the mindset of a forward-looking, constantly
changing youth with that of the elderly who cherish and uphold long-standing
traditions and customs passed down through generations. Itis difficult to determine
which is better, as it depends on the acceptance of the people within the city
or community and how they manage these challenges. However, the challenge
of achieving a harmonious balance between development and conservation within
a city should begin with mutual understanding.

This shared understanding begins with comprehending the term
“Eco -" in relation to cities, along with many other related terms such as Eco - town,
Eco - city, Smart City, Green City, and Sustainable City, Are these terms similar
or different? We are now seeing the emergence of another term used by various
agencies: “Livable City” or “Livable Future City”. Based on the author’s experience
and educational background in Sustainable Development, we can see that the
variety of terms being combined and highlighted shows approaches to achieving
the objectives vary. There are attempts to introduce new vocabularies explain
the origins of these newly created terms. This allows the author to reconsider
whether all these terms, when viewed through the perspectives of other authors
and researchers, both domestically and internationally, have the same goal or not.



Before delving into the content of the articles and journals that the author has compiled for readers

to consider together, the author would like to explore whether the concepts and works published as articles
or journals under the terms Eco - town, Eco - city, Smart City, or Green City share the same objective
of developing towards “Sustainability.” The author thus focuses on the term “Eco” combined with the word
“City” as an example of etymology, with meanings provided from credible sources.

The prefix “Eco” is related to living organisms and their relationship with the environment, as defined

”»

by the Cambridge Dictionary. Meanwhile, the Oxford Dictionary defines “Eco -” as something connected

»

to or related to the environment. In Thai language, according to the Longdo Dictionary, “Eco-” refers to

)

family, home, and environment. The word “Eco -” is most commonly found in the term “Ecology,” which
means “UnAINgT (Ni - wes - wi - tha - ya)” in Thai language. To clarify further, the term “it@” (Ni - wes)
is defined in the Royal Institute Dictionary, B.E.2554 meaning dwelling, home, or palace. The derivative term
“0AINg1” has two meanings: (1) The study of the relationships between living organisms and their habitats
and environment, and (2) The study of the adaptation of human culture to the environment. As we can see,

the prefix “Eco -” in all dictionaries is related to “living organisms” and “the environment.”

In Thailand, the term “City” is categorized by population size, as detailed in the publication from the
Standard Development Office, Department of Public Works and Town & Country Planning. This is outlined
under the topic “Study Project for Prioritizing Urban Development: Identifying Quality Cities with Urban Planning
Standards” and “ Sequence Ordering of Quality Cities Based on Urban Planning Standards”. According to the

Royal Institute Dictionary, B.E. 2554, the term “City” has four meanings. One relevant meaning is “an area



where people gather and where the provincial hall is located; historically, “Large City” referred to an area

» o«

within city walls”. In English, the terms “Village,” “Town,” and “City” indicate city size, with the sequence

going from smallest to largest.

When combining the terms “Eco -” with “Town” or “City”, which are commonly translated into Thai
language as “il@siiiad” (Eco - city or Eco - town), it helps clarify and enhance readers’ understanding
based on the discussion presented above. However, as mentioned, English language distinguishes
between City and town by size. Therefore, in the author’s context, “Eco - city” refers to a larger - scale
eco - friendly urban area compared to “Eco - town.”

Various Terms for Cities Under the Concept of Sustainability: “Livable City,” “Eco - city,” “Eco - town,”
“Smart City,” “Green City,” and “Sustainable City.”

The National Economic and Social Development Councdil, in collaboration with the Chulalongkorn University
Academic Service Center, has developed the “Planning Guideline for Livable and Sustainable Future City
(LSFC Guideline).” This guideline remains aligned with the goals set by the United Nations, as mentioned above.
The guideline states that “Developing future cities to be livable and sustainable is a process that enhances
the quality of life for residents while minimizing impacts on the ecosystem and environment. It should also be
environmentally friendly and ensure equal opportunities for all citizens through good governance.”



Eco — city

Kheng Lian Koh and co - researchers published the article “Eco - cities” and “Sustainable Cities” - Whither?

In this article, they describe “sustainable development” as development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Sustainable development
comprises three key elements, recognized globally as essential: economic development, social development, and
environmental protection. The article also references the outcomes of the 1992 United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development, which proposed integrated urban management to achieve a balance
between the environment, society, and economy. This framework guides the sustainable development
of cities according to the principles and goals of the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) established by
the United Nations. Additionally, Kheng Lian Koh’s article compiles explanations of the terms “Sustainable
Cities” and “Eco - ciy” from various sources. For instance, Richard Register describes an “Eco - city” as a city
where humans coexist harmoniously with nature, thereby reducing the ecological footprint. Rodney R. definesan
“Eco - city” as the most sustainable human settlement - a city that can establish an acceptable standard of living
without depleting resources, or what can be referred to as an “ecological or biogeochemical system” The World Bank
describes an “Eco - city” as a city that provides its citizens with comprehensive, sustainable economic opportunities
while using resources efficiently. At the same time, it protects and maintains ecosystems and the terms “Eco - city” and
“Sustainable city” local environment for future generations. The summary of Kheng Lian Koh’s article and co-researchers
states that the terms “Eco - city” and “sustainable city” can be seen as terms from different periods created by policymakers.
However, both terms fall within the context of “Sustainability,” particularly concerning environmental issues arising
from global climate change.

In Thailand, Kitikom Chamarndusit addressed the concept of “Eco - city Development”. He stated that
the development of an “Eco - city” aims to achieve sustainability by balancing the dimensions of the economy, society,
and environment. This concept of an “Eco - city” aligns with the goal of developing cities towards sustainability,
or “Sustainable Cities,” in line with the United Nations’ Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities. The article presents
a perspective on enhancing eco - economic efficiency in a concrete manner, which can reduce inequality and improve
the quality of life for urban residents.



Dr. Wit Sunthomnan from the Faculty of Engineering at Chulalongkorn University summarizes that the goal
of an Eco - town is to reduce reliance on external resources, develop the local economy, and ensure environmental and

social sustainability. According to his context, the objectives of an Eco - town align with the three pillars of sustainability.

The definition of a “Smart City,” as determined by the Committee for the Promotion of Smart City Development,
established by the Prime Minister’s Office, outlines that this committee is authorized to propose strategic drafts and
master plans for smart city development. These plans align with the country’s development direction, as outlined
in the Thailand 4.0 initiative and the 20 year national strategy. A smart city is defined as “a city that leverages
modern and intelligent technology and innovation to enhance the efficiency of urban services and management,
reduce costs and resource use for the city and its target population, with an emphasis on good design and
the participation of the business sector and the public in city development. The concept is to develop a livable,
modern city where residents enjoy a good quality of life and sustainable happiness.” The classification
of “Smart Cities” is divided into two types: (1) Existing Cities: These are cities that have been developed
into livable spaces, incorporating technology and innovation according to the city’s context. Additionally,
the city areas are organized in a manner that is appropriate to the city’s culture, traditions, and identity.

2) New Cities: These are newly developed areas that are modernized, with city spaces organized appropriately,
focusing solely on contemporary development.



The term “Smart Cities”, as defined by the United Nations in the Singapore Global Centre, describes
the creation and designation of urban areas that are comprehensive, livable, and sustainable. This is considered
a key priority in significant development. It is reflected in the establishment of Smart city Projects, particularly
by the Global Centre. Smart cities use technology and innovation to improve the urban environment, leading
to better quality of life, increased prosperity, greater sustainability, and more engaged and empowered citizens.
Singapore, the location of the Global Centre, has consistently been recognized as a leading smart city. Overall,

the transition to digitalization is a key factor in driving improved quality of life and well-being.

Therefore, the term “Smart Cities” shares the same goal and direction as the previously the various terms
mentioned above, which is to lead toward “Sustainability”.

Green City

Regarding the familiar term “Green City”, the publication The State of Asian and Pacific Cities 2015:
Urban Transformations Shifting from Quantity to Quality, produced in collaboration between ESCAP
and UN-Habitat, discusses a model for developing more sustainable cities. It explains and conceptualizes
the term “Green city” as interchangeable with “Sustainable city”, since both terms aim toward the goal
of “Sustainability”, similar to many other terms previously mentioned.




Conclusion

This article aims to reflect the author’s perspective by referencing articles, research, and related publications
from others, connecting terms such as “Livable city”, “Eco - city”, “Eco - town”, “Smart city”, “Green city”,
and “Sustainable city”. Each of these terms represents principles and approaches to city development that align with
the same direction and goal: “Sustainability”. These terms can be used interchangeably, and regardless of how many
new terms are created in the future, the pursuit of “Sustainability” remains the core and true objective we seek

to achieve for our world.
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