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Sea Communlty at Bang Chan Landless Village in Khlung district of

Chanthaburi province is a rising popular tourist destination in recent years as the community is
able to excellently maintain natural ecological system. The village has become a tourist attraction
showcasing the conservation of community way of life. Tourists can learn the fishermen’s way of life;
get on a boat trip to see red hawks — an endemic animal in mangrove area; enjoy a boat ride to Thale
Waek (separated sea) — the natural phenomenon of high tide — low tide occurred when the tide recedes
and the sea is gradually separated by the black sand dune; and kayaking to immerse in the beauty of
the nature of the landless village which also known as Pak Nam Weru village.

This village is an old community with the settlement history dated back to before 1867 by Chinese
immigrants coming to Thailand. They took a route passing Chanthaburi and stopped to avoid the storm at Weru
River Basin. They found the abundance of natural marine resources and decided to settle in the area living
their lives on the fishery. This village is situated on the left bank of Weru River on formerly fertile mangrove
forests where trees were chopped down for charcoal. In 1971, the government allowed the concession for
legal cutting of mangrove trees in the Weru Basin. A lot of wood was cut during the concession period. When
the concession expired, people occupied the area decided to settle in the basin which is a part of the sea,
surrounded by the water. The nature of house construction in the area starts with putting up stilts deep into
the soil before flooring with wood planks and build a house on those stilts. Later, the house stability was
reinforced with cement stilts. A small concrete road was built to connect all houses. However, the only way
to access this village is by the boat. It takes around 40 minutes of a boat ride from a pier in Khlung district or
from Ang Krapong pier in Khao Saming district of Trat province.



CHALLENGES

for solid waste management of
Bang Chan Landless Village Lo

Solid waste situation in
Bang Chan and the tourism

The growth of tourism industry has been developed constantly in Thailand. There is a policy to
promote second-tier cities in order to distribute income to provinces overlooked in the past. Tourism
Authority of Thailand put Chanthaburi under its promotional campaign, “Second-tier Cities Not to be
Missed Plus”. The province is the color of the East of Thailand. Tourism promotional campaigns encouraged
more opening of homestay services in Bang Chan subdistrict with a total of 39 operators only in Moo 2, the
largest tourism spot of the subdistrict. There are also more homestay operators in other villages of Bang
Chan subdistrict, consequently more environmental problems in the area, particularly the drastic increase of
solid wastes. The Editorial Team interviewed Khun Sanan Kaewkhow, president of Bang Chan Subdistrict
Administrative Organization, a local leader who has maintained his role as a local administrator for
25 years. He is a person steering the establishment of the management system of solid waste for the landless

village and cultivating the community’s awareness of environmental sustainability in the area.




With the houses built on stilts surrounded by the
water, there was no systematic management of solid wastes,
Khun Sanun recalls about the old day that “.. In the past,
villagers in Bang Chan district did not understand about
the maintenance of environment and the impact of pollution
to communities and the way of life. They carelessly threw
garbage into the sea. Some houses made a hole inside their
compound for the convenient dropping of waste into the sea.
As there was no systematic management of the solid waste,
villagers disposed of the rubbish without considering the
damage it caused to the environment. Dumping waste into the
sea has a huge impact on aquatic resources, which are sources
of income for villagers whose main occupation involves
the fishery — both catching marine animals for selling as fresh
seafood and processing into dried shrimp, shrimp paste and
salted fish. The wastes also cause damage to fishing equipment
such as fishing nets. Besides, fishermen take small boats out
to the sea and usually bring stuff with them and dispose of it
in the sea. The most discarded waste is plastic such as plastic
bags and bottles, resulting in the accumulation of a massive
amount of waste in the sea. When the flooding season arrives
around November, the water floods into the forest, taking out
garbage to the whirlpool area in front of Bang Chan temple.
The garbage will later flow into the sea, creating the pollution for
the whole country. In the past, only households in Bang Chan
subdistrict dumped garbage into the sea but the growth of
tourism has brought more wastes to the area ...”




‘ ‘ Some houses made ahole
inside their compound
for the convenient dropping
of waste into the sea, as
there was no systematic
management of the solid

waste. ’ ’

Khun Sanan Kaewkhow



Current waste generation by Bang Chan villagers

After Thailand has started opening up the country, tourism industry
has become more active. Bang Chan Landless Village is a popular tourist
destination due to convenient transportation with only a few hours’ drive
from Bangkok. The village offers the beauty of conserved nature and
fresh seafood served unlimitedly in buffet style. Prior to the spreading of
Covid-19, there were almost 10,000 tourists visiting the village each weekend.
When the Covid situation is easing, around 1,000 tourists arriving Bang
Chan district during the weekend. Although, the number of tourists is still
much lower than in the past but this number already creates a significant
amount of garbage in the area. Khun Sanan talks about the development
of waste management system in Bang Chan subdistrict that “... The total
of over 3,000 villagers in the communities have realized about the
environmental maintenance as outside tourists blame them for littering
in the sea. Some tourists do not throw away any garbage but bring back

with them. Villagers are ashamed that outsiders pay more attention to

the environment but local people ignore the situation. It was difficult

for the local administrative organization to discuss with organization provides the container and black bags.
villagers to make them understand about the impact of The organization also collects waste management
waste disposal to the environment. Currently, there is no fee per head of tourists. Generally, villagers generate
littering in the sea anymore. For example, if there is the waste of around half a container during the 5 weekdays
rubbish comes with the water and stuck under any house  but the amount rises to 6-8 containers per homestay
in Moo 3, the owner of that house must be responsible for during the weekend. In June 2022, Bang Chan
picking it up without asking where the waste comes from. subdistrict created a total of 33 tons of solid wastes.
Before the establishment of understanding, villagers have Garbage collectors walk to pick garbage bags from
a question why they have to pay a fee for waste collection each house or homestay and bring to an area where
as they are existing households living in the village for a the boat can load those bags and take them to the
long time without paying such fee. Finally, the conclusion shore. After that, a garbage truck will transport those
was reached. Each household has to pay 40 baht a bags to Baan Nong Or for correct disposal ...”

month for a container of waste. The local administrative



The amount of waste generated from landless village in Bang Chan subdistrict may not be a significant
amount when comparing to the overall waste generation in Chanthaburi province in 2021. According to a
report of Situations of Solid Waste Disposal Sites in Thailand in 2021, Chanthaburi created waste at 495 tons/day,

of which 151 tons/day was recyclable waste, 47 tons/ excepting wastes with characteristics and properties

day of correctly disposal waste and a total of 297 specified by factory laws. Solid wastes can be classified
tons/day of incorrectly managed waste. Community into 4 types including compostable waste, recyclable
waste or solid waste means scraps of papers, clothes, waste, hazardous waste and general waste. It is quite a
foods, products and materials, plastic bags, food challenge to manage solid waste and solve
containers, ashes, animal dung and carcasses or any related problems.The largest amount of waste in
other things that are swept away from streets, markets, Bang Chan subdistrict generated during the weekend
animal husbandries and other places, infectious waste, is food scraps, particularly seafood shells. Khun

toxic waste and hazardous waste from communities, Sanan talks about problems and the solid waste



management system of Bang Chan Subdistrict
Administrative Organization (SAO) that “... The SAO has
expense of around 73,000 baht each month to hire
a group of local people to collect the garbage once
a week. The waste collection will be done in 4 villages
by bringing the boat to collect black garbage bags piled
by collectors from each village. Then all bags will be
transported to the shore. Two trucks will take those bags
to Baan Nong Or waste disposal site. During the weekend,
large homestays will have a great amount of food scraps
so operators separate food scraps into black garbage
bags and transport those bags to the shore themselves.
They do not want to leave garbage bags too long in
their places as the waste may create unpleasant smells
disturbing guests. An obstacle for solid waste management
in Bang Chan subdistrict is the vehicle to transport waste
to the storing site. Currently, the SAO has only a medium
-sized boat with capacity to carry around 2 tons of waste
per trip. The organization want a larger fiber boat with
a capacity of 5 tons so the waste collecting team can
collect garbage bags from all villages just in one trip.
Moreover, the SAO will have better capacity in the waste
collection if it can afford to have another 6-wheel truck.
The organization does not sort the waste systematically
due to lower prices of plastic waste so it is not worth
transporting it for selling. Therefore, the recyclable waste
is disposed of together with general waste. Only the food

scraps are separated for disposal. Currently in each month,

the SAQ faces the loss in managing the waste but
the organization is still able to carry on the services
by spending from its accumulated capital from
earlier management. In addition, the SAO also has

a measure not to allocate water to households

that refuse to cooperate on waste management.

This is quite an effective measure as water is the
most necessary thing for the landless village which
has not yet received sufficient water supply. The
pipe was already installed for the water system but
there is no water reservoir. The village still has a
problem getting approval for expropriation of 82
rai of land from the Department of National Parks,
Wildlife and Plant Conservation...”
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Conclusion and recommendations

Solid waste management requires a great deal
of cooperation from communities to ensure the
success. Local people have to understand and have
the awareness about maintaining the environment.
They can start participating to conserve the environment
by not destroying the environment. The landless
village would like to be a no-waste model village.
In the future, there is a plan to put fishing net around
all stilts that are the base of houses to prevent sea
garbage from entering the village. Moreover, the
community would like the government to manage on
legal land occupancy. So far, Department of Marine
and Coastal Resources has allowed land usage in a

way like a community’s land title deed in exchange

for the participation of local people to help care for
the forests and natural resources. Existing homestays
can continue their operation, but there will be no
permission for more homestays. Bang Chan Subdistrict
Administrative Organization would like the government
to offer additional recommendations on effective solid
waste management. The organization also wants to
receive a bigger overall budget allocation so it will have
more leftover money to use in waste management
after spending on other fields of administration. More
budget will also help the organization to increase its
capacity in driving the policy into successful practice
in supporting local people to reduce the amount of
household garbage under the 3Rs principle — Reduce,
Reuse and Recycle.
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