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Mr. Chaiwiwat Montrichaiwiwat

The scene of Alexandrine
parakeets resting on top of lofty
Yang Na trees is fairly familiar
to residents in communities around
Suan Yai temple in Bang Kruai
district of Nonthaburi province.
However, the urbanization had
diminished food sources for these
endemic birds sothereis a cooperative
attempt from various related
parties in conserving Alexandrine
parakeets, a near threatened

species of people in Bang Kruai

Significant mission to

“protect last flock of near threatened
species Alexandrine parakeets”

at Suan Yai Temple

Editorial team

district. The editorial team
would like to present an article
about Alexandrine parakeets
through an interview with Khun
Chaiwiwat Montrichaiwiwat,
a volunteer devoting his life to
conserve national parks, wildlife
and plants. He has foreseen the
primacy of this rare flock of birds that
may face the extinction in the future
if there is no conservation initiative.
Khun Chaiwiwat is also an avid

birdwatcher observing the behavior

and the growth of birds at Suan
Yai temple for a long time. He has
collaborated with other volunteers
in communities of Suan Yai temple
to create Facebook pages:
The last flock of Alexandrine
parakeets#Wat Suan Yai and Trav-
el in Bang Kruai to create aware-
ness and encourage officials and
the general public to help protect
this flock of birds.



Knowing Alexandrine parakeet

Alexandrine parakeet has its scientific name as Palaeorniseupatria. The bird is named after
Alexander the Great, a king of the ancient Greek kingdom of Macedon who brought the bird from
Asia to widely known in Europe. The parakeet has its origin in West and East Asia and other islands in
Andaman Sea. Alexandrine parakeet can be found in all parts of Thailand except in the South. It is listed
as a protected wildlife under the Wildlife Conservation and Protection Act, B.E. 2562 (2019), prohibiting

people from capture, hurt, hunt, own, sell or buy the animal otherwise any law violators will face both

fine and imprisonment.

7 T

Suan Yai Templein
Nonthaburi: habitat
of the last flock of

Alexandrine
parakeets

Suan Yai temple is situated
at Moo 2, Baan Wat Krajome,
Wat Chalor sub-district in Bang Kruai
district of Nonthaburi province.
The temple complex covers
the area of around 11 rai. It is
surrounded by many large shady
trees including the significant 200
-year Yang Na trees (Dipterocarpus
alatus) which are the habitats
of Alexandrine parakeets. Khun
Chaiwiwat, who lives nearby, has
regularly visited the temple to
observe the birds. He elaborates

“...Alexandrine parakeets gathering

at Suan Yai temple originally
are Thai species but in the
last 2-3 years, there are some
Indian species found in the
flock. The two species are
almost identical and difficult to
differentiate. However, Indian
Alexandrine parakeets have their
unique character with bigger size
and larger black nape band
as well as darker body color.
My observation reveals some
Indian parakeets in the flock
as well as some pet birds as

identified by their leg bands.

These birds here do not
approach people but they can
live harmoniously with people.
The birds leave every morning in
search for food in neighborhood.

The changing landscape of

Nonthaburi province, where fruit
orchards have turned into housing
developments, has forced the
birds to fly farer to Bang Yai,
Rama V and Thaling Chan areas.
Some birds find feeders in nearby
houses where owners feed birds
for over 10 years. Their diets
normally are sunflower seeds that
can be bought from any pet shops.
The parakeets also eat other seeds,
buds, fruits and young leaves from
trees including Sea Almond, Ivory
Coast Almond and Horsfieldia Irya.
Many such tress are found around
the pond in Suan Yai temple,
providing food sources for the
birds though the food may not

be as abundant as in the past...”



These birds here do not
approach people, but they can live
harmoniously with people 99

Behavior of Alexandrine parakeets

Alexandrine parakeets generally live together as a small flock but they will separate as a
couple during breeding season. They will start paring in November to December and mating until January.
Female birds will lay eggs around 3 weeks after mating and spend 19-25 days to hatch the eggs.
In March, some chicks already grow feathers and have curiosity so they emerge from the nest, allowing
observers to see them. In a nutshell, the chicks take around 2 months for the incubation period. When
Alexandrine parakeets start pairing, male birds will show their fatherhood by feeding female birds. During

the incubation period, female birds hatch eggs in the nest while male parakeets take responsibility to

feed their couples several times a day. When chicks are out of their shells, both parents will go out to

find food but the food will be fed only through the mother.




The centrality of Yang Na
trees

Khun Chaiwiwat emphasizes that “Yang Na
trees” are extremely significant for the survival of
Alexandrine parakeets as the tree is consider the
birds’ homes. “Yang Na trees have the height over
15 meters and natural hollows that critically necessary
for the parakeets whose natural behavior is to lay
eggs in nest or holes extremely high from the ground.
Alexandrine parakeets can also live on other large

lofty tree or other tree aged over a hundred years

that have natural hollows such as iron wood.
However, in Nonthaburi province, the tree that
is suitable for being the habitat of Alexandrine
parakeet is Yang Na tree. All elderly aged over 70
years old in the neighborhood say in harmony that
they have seen these Yang Na trees since they
were children. There were more of Yang Na trees
in the past but they gradually died one by one.
The latest one died 3-4 years ago, leaving only the
remaining 2 Yang Na trees. The falling of large trees
impact the living of parakeets because birds will
not have place for the nest, they will just come
for food and sleep...”

-



Therefore, the natural propagation of
Alexandrine parakeets requires the protection
of large trees as the birds’ habitat. If the
parakeets cannot find any hollows to make their
nests, there will be no mating. In each breeding
season, finding the holes for nesting is the factor for
successful expansion of the flock. Communities
have tried to help the birds by placing artificial nests
on the trees. Khun Chaiwiwat provides additional
explanation that “...One of Yang Na trees at Suan
Yai temple has 11 natural hollows while another
tree has only 2 holes. On 12th August, 2020,
4 artificial nests were placed on the trees but it
took over a year for the birds to trust and start
making their habitat in those nests. In the past, the
artificial nests were set on the same horizontal
level which was not suitable. Alexandrine
parakeets used only one of them while other
two artificial nests were occupied by red-breast
parakeets and another one left vacant. Volunteers
plan to put up another 4 artificial nests in May,
2022 by placing them at different height near top

of the tree to match more of the bird behavior.

These 5-7-kilogram artificial nests will be secured

with wire to prevent accident...”




Risk of extinction of Alexandrine
parakeets

In addition to the lack of habitat due to fewer

numbers of large trees, Alexandrine parakeets are also
threatened by enemies such as mynas and squirrels that
enter the nest to steal eggs. Human are also their nemeses
as the birds can be raised as pet birds with their ability
to mimic human speech. Some hunters capture the birds
from their nests, which is a prohibited activity. People
desiring to keep Alexandrine parakeet as a pet bird should
buy it from a legal breeder. Khun Chaiwiwat notes that
“..All parties should collaborate to conserve the birds
through the public relations to create awareness that
these birds are wild animals so they should not hurt or
capture the birds. Alexandrine parakeets have lifespan of
25-30 years. They begin mating after 2-year old and can
give birth to as many as 20 chicks during their lifetime.
The birds usually lay 2 eggs or the maximum of 3 eggs.
However, the average here is 1-2 chicks emerging from the
nest so we can use a pair of binoculars to observe their

unique characters...”

Cooperation to conserve

Alexandrine parakeets

Khun Chaiwiwat discusses about the conservation
of Alexandrine parakeets that there is an attempt to ensure
that all member of surrounded communities acknowledge
the existence of the birds so they can be part of the
mission to protect the birds. A club will be created with
the purpose to conserve Alexandrine parakeets at Suan Yai
temple so members can discuss how to manage the area
to diminish impact to the birds and how to upgrade the
area to bring development of a green area that deserves

future conservation.




“..Yang Na trees at Suan Yai temple are the production sources
of Alexandrine parakeets in Nonthaburi because they are the trees with
highest number of nests in the province. There are 2-5 nests in other areas
but here more than 10 nests are found, producing 5-10 chicks annually.
Adult Alexandrine parakeets from here enter the flocks from other areas
but they always come back for mating and producing offspring. There are
around 30 birds in the regular flock but around 5-10 birds from Ratchapruek
come to the temple for communal roosting at around 2 pm and leave 5 pm
to sleep in Ratchapruek area where is the gathering location for more than

100 Alexandrine parakeets from everywhere...”

Besides Alexandrine parakeets, there are also other species at
Suan Yai temple but all of them are garden birds such as Asian koel, dove,
tailorbird and red-breast parakeets. The red-breast parakeets can best adapt
to the environment as they can nest in many places such as buildings,
beams and other trees so they are successful in enlarging the flock.
Communities at Suan Yai temple welcome all tourists who want to observe
the birds but they should be careful not to make loud noise to scare the
birds away. These birds grow up in the city and live on the trees so they
live at a distance from human. Therefore, there is no impact to the birds

when visiting tourists take their photos.

Organizations assisting on bird

conservation

Currently, there are several public and private organizations
paying attention to support the conservation of the last flock of Alexandrine
parakeets at Suan Yai temple in Nonthaburi province. Department of
National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation joins with the communities
to conserve the birds through activities such as erecting signs to educate and
create awareness about prohibition of trading and owning of Alexandrine
parakeets which is a protected animal. Royal Forest Department sends arborists
to remove banyan tree that grows in the middle of the Yang Na trees and
restore their roots to ensure that these trees will continue to be the habitat
for the parakeets. Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy
and Planning supports the education and study on Alexandrine parakeets.
Private sectors, particularly Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand, help
improve the landscape and trim the shape of trees In addition, communities
of Suan Yai temple are welcoming assistance, recommendations from any
persons. They can come to discuss plan and work with the communities to

conserve this last flock of Alexandrine parakeets at Suan Yai temple.



