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Thereis a possibility that
Thailand will be designated

as the country receiving the
prestigious UNESCO Triple

Cl’OWIl or the land with conserved landscapes
meet programs set by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
in three types. They are

1 World Heritage Site under the Convention
Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage,

2 Biosphere Reserve Area that covers
terrestrial or coastal ecosystems or areas with both
terrestrial and coastal ecosystems, and

3 Geopark that is conserved by integrating the
geology and community development through the
connection of different functions such as community
way of life, culture, archeology and tourism.

Currently there are only three countries,
namely People’s Republic of China, Republic of
KKorea and Italian Republic, selected and awarded
the UNESCO Triple Crown.
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its World Natural Heritage has karst landscape featuring
soluble limestone dissolved by rain to form sinkholes and caves
as well as underground waterways which created by the erosion of
limestone. These landforms are found in Shilin in Yunnan province,
Libo in Guizhou province and Wulong in Chongging province.
They were inscribed in the World Natural Heritage list in 2007.

Maolan Biosphere Reserve Area in Guizhou province
is known for the conservation of subtropical evergreen forest
in limestone landscapes where inhabited endangered species.

Shilin UNESCO Global Geopark in Yunnan province
is famous for its beautiful unique landscapes of rocks in shapes

Mf//ﬁ\\\\\\w such as pinnacle columns, swords, mushrooms and towers.
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Republic of Korea,

Jeju Volcanic Island and Lava Tubes is the
World Natural Heritage Site situated about 130
kilometers from the southern coast of the Korean
Peninsula. Jeju Island is the largest island in Korean
Peninsula. The island is divided into three areas
comprising (1) MountHallasanNationalPark, (2) Seongsan
Ilchulbong Peak, and (3) Dangcheomuldonggul
Lava Tube. They were inscribed as a UNESCO’s
Biosphere Reserve Area in 2002, a World Heritage Site
in 2007 and Jeju Global Geopark Sanbangsan in 2010.




e uhesco

United Nations
Educational, Scientific

Italian Rep Ublic, ~ and Cultural Organizatior_\

-

e

Cilento and Vallo di Diano National Park with the Archeological Sites of Paestum and Velia and the Certosa

di Padula was inscribed as a World Heritage Site in 1998. It was designated as a Biosphere Reserve Area in 1997
and listed as a UNESCO Global Geopark in 1998.

The Dolomite Mountains, with their glacial landform and limestone mountain system, were listed by UNESCO
as a World Heritage Site in 2009. The Ledro Alps and Judicaria Biosphere Reserve are located in the Trento region in
the north of Italy and between the Dolomite Mountains and Lake Garda. Adamello — Brenta UNESCO Global Geopark

is situated in the Italian sector of south — central Alps, in the western part of Trentino region. It is an essential area of
geological history of the Alps.
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Thailand

was awarded the UNESCO recognition for two types of natural
treasures in Nakhon Ratchasima. The first crown is the World Heritage
which Dong Phayayen — Khao Yai Forest Complex was listed as a World
Heritage Site in 2005,

covering five Protected Areas including Khao Yai National Park, Thap Lan National
Park, Pang Sida National Park, Ta Phraya National Park, and Dong Yai Wildlife Sanctuary.
Dong Phayayen — Khao Yai Forest Complex exhibits the connectivity of huge ecosystems
significance for biodiversity conservation and being habitats for many endangered species.

The second crown is Sakaerat Biosphere Reserve which was listed as a Biosphere
Reserve in 1976. It is the site for data collection about environmental factors in tropical
forest and the research station on dry evergreen and dry dipterocarp tropical forest.
Thailand has applied to get Khorat Geopark awarded as a Global Geopark since 2019. The
area is outstanding for its cuesta topography or double parallel cuestas to form more
than 20 mountains. Many dinosaur fossils, petrified wood and ancient elephant fossils are
found in Khorat Geopark. The application is now under the consideration.

Thailand has the opportunity to be inscribed as a UNESCO Triple Crown for its
natural properties, similar to the above-mentioned three countries if Khorat Geopark is
certified as a UNESCO Global Geopark for its geological significance for the conservation
of petrified wood and ancient elephant fossils.
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