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e\ Krachan ..

- Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex area has been added to
UNESCO’s World Natural Heritage site on July 26th, 2021 at the

World Heritage Committee’s 44th session in 2021 which is held

online conference from China. At this meeting, the World Heritage

q Committee agreed to list 34 sites from all over the world as World
Heritage Sites, including 29 as World Cultural Heritage Sites and
5 Natural World Heritage Sites. Therefore, Kaeng Krachan is is the
only natural heritage site in ASEAN countries to be registered as a
World Heritage Site this year under criteria-x, “the area is the most
importance habitat for the conservation of endemic biodiversity,
including the habitat of plant species and/or animal species of
outstanding scientific or conservation value worldwide.” This
marks the success of Thailand in conserving Kaeng Krachan Forest
Complex, a forest that has the highest priority according to the
World Heritage criteria. It is a great pleasure, pride and dignity of
Thailand. Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex is the 6th World Heritage
Site in Thailand and the 3rd Natural Heritage Site in Thailand.
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Get to know Kaeng Krachan Forest
Complex

Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex, an important
forest in the western region of Thailand, is located
along the Thailand side of the Tenasserim mountain
range, which is a natural border between Thailand and
the Union of Myanmar. It covers a large forest area of
3 provinces in the western part of Thailand namely
Ratchaburi, Phetchaburi and Prachuap Khiri Khan.
The length is about 292 kilometers from north to south.
Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex World Heritage Site has
a total area of 4,809 square kilometers or 2.5 million
rai, covering conservation forest areas as follows: Thai
Prachan National Park, Kaeng Krachan National Park,
Kuiburi National Park, and Phachee River Wildlife
Sanctuary. It connects to the Tanintharyi forest of
Union of Myanmar and connects to the western forest
group in northern Thailand. This is the most important
ecosystem connection line of Southeast Asia.

The uniqueness and importance of the Kaeng
Krachan Forest Complex as a habitat of exceptionally
valuable plant and animal species which is the most
importance habitat for the conservation of endemic
biodiversity. It affects Kaeng Krachan Forest is an
important biodiversity center in the region. Because
it is located in the Indo-Malayan region at the macro
level arising from its location at the joint of the 4 sub-
geographical animal areas (there are Sundaic, Sino-
Himalayan, Indochinese, and Indo-Burmese) and the
joint area between plant geographical 4 features areas
(there are Indo- Burmese/Himalayan, Indo-Malaysian,
Annamatic, and Andamanese), as well as at the micro
level both a variety of geological features. Moreover the

elevation from sea level of this forest is very variable
when compared per unit area, thus causing a very high
species diversity.

Evidence of value. The clearly outstanding
biodiversity is the discovery’s report of both endemic
and endangered species in the area. It is a species
that is uniqueness and important in term of habitat
of threatened plant and animal species, and is the
goal of global conservation. The International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has designated
the Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex as a regionally
important area for tiger conservation, bird conservation,
wild elephants, and areas of great importance in the
Indo-Burma ecosystem.




The registration of a cultural or natural heritage
site as a World Heritage Site is intended to be one of
the mechanisms for conservation, prevention, and
protection of cultural and natural heritage sites as
the world heritage of all mankind. The Outstanding
Universal Value Assessment of World Heritage Sites
considers from World Heritage Criteria, Integrity pf
properties, and area management protection as follow;

World Heritage Criteria (criteria-x).

Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex area has fully
qualified according to criteria-x with its location
reflecting the unique mixed of zoogeographic sub-
regions and plant geographical regions (which is the
northernmost point of several species from the south
and the southernmost point of the species from the
north). This results in macro biodiversity and supported
by highly different geography. Therefore, there are
many different habitats per unit area. It produces
rich biodiversity in the area by discovered at least
720 animal species and also including rare and
endemic plants species.

Important plant and animal species found in
forest groups include endemic plant species such as
Trichosanthes phonsenae which first found in 1913 and
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only found in Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex. Moreover,
there are critically endangered species (CR) such as
Aganosma acuminata (Kamettia chandeei), Aquilaria
malaccensis, Magnolia gustavii*, and Geostachys
smitinandii (VU). Those are only found in Kaeng Krachan
Forest Complex and Dong Phayayen-Khao Yai Orman
Kompleksi, and there are Natural World Heritage of
Thailand.

In addition, species found include both globally
endangered wildlife, especially critically endangered
the Siamese crocodile (Crocodylus siamensis) which is
one of the few places in five countries around the world
where the species remains in the wild. This allows the
purity of inbred line and natural reproduction to be
preserved. There is a home of critically endangered
species such as Pangolin (Manis javanica), Yellow/
Elongated Tortoise (Indotestudo elongata), and Asian
forest tortoise (Manouria emys). Endangered species
such as Banteng (Bos javanicus), Asian elepant (Elephas
maximus), Tiger (Panthera tigris), Asiatic Wild Dog
(Cuon alpinus), and the vulnerable species such as Asian
black bear (Ursus thibetanus), Tapir (Tapirus indicus),
Serows (Capricornis sumatraensis), Gaur (Bos gaurus),
and Stump-tailed macaque (Macaca arctoides).

* Magnolia gustavii was first reported in 1891 in the Assam region of India in northern Myanmar and this plant has not been found
for over 100 years, so it is believed to be extinct. It was rediscovered in 1998 in the Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex, about 2,000

km away from the original discovery area.
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Integrity of properties.

Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex is an important
watershed area of Phetchaburi River, Kuiburi River,
Pranburi River, Phachi River and Mae Klong River. Some
of these rivers provide water to the Khao Sam Roi Yot
National Park wetlands, one of Thailand's most famous
areas for waterfowl. This group of forests has a complex
ecosystem consists of 6 forest types (covering more than
96% of the total area). It is a dry evergreen forest that
covers most of the area around 65% and other types
of forests are mixed deciduous forest, montane forest,
tropical rainforest, secondary forest and deciduous
dipterocarp forest. The geography of the western region
is mountainous and the eastern region is high hill with a
height of 37-1,231 meters above sea level. The climate
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is influenced by the northeast and southwest monsoons.
The rainy season starts from mid-May to mid-October.
Winter season starts from mid-October to mid-February
and Summer starts from mid-February to mid-May.

At least 720 species have been reported in the area,
including four Critically Endangered (CR) species, eight
Endangered (EN) species, and 23 Vulnerable (VU) species.
This is an indicator that Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex i
s a habitat that is particularly suitable for wildlife.
There is a high variety of wildlife and plants species, safe
and sufficient for their growth. Moreover, the abundance
is the only one of the forest group areas that get the full
coverage protection under the management plan, relevant
laws and regulations.
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Area management protection.

The four conservation areas which comprises as
Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex are well protected under
the Wildlife Protection and Reservation Act B.E. 2562 and
its amendments, and the National Park Act B.E. 2562 and
its amendments. The entire area of the Kaeng Krachan
Forest Complex has the primary purpose of defining a
protected area, which is to protect and maintain the
overall ecological integrity of the area including the value
of outstanding wildlife and plant species and watershed
forests of Phetchaburi province and Prachuap Khiri Khan
province.

These two acts are a significant effort by the Thai
government and relevant agencies to solve the housing
and workplace problems of people in protected forest
areas including to collect forest products and uses for
sustenance, and promote the participation of community
in natural resources management. This is a solution in
overall of the country as well as create a balance between
the stable livelihood of the people and the sustainable
conservation of natural resources in order to achieve
equality and fairness for all Thai people.

Therefore, the natural value of Kaeng Krachan Forest
Complex obtain sufficient legal protection. Besides,
the management potential and conservation efficiency of
the forest is in accordance with the Operational Guidelines
for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention.

Kaeng Krachan Forest Complex World Heritage Site
raises the level of forest area management to global level
and gives Thailand a world-class reputation. It creates a
good image for the country and led to the creation of jobs
and income increases especially tourism and business links
with eco-tourism. This will benefit the local community
economy as well as increase the opportunity to work
with international organizations. Moreover, it promotes
operation in various fields including preserving the culture,
livelihood and way of life of the community which will
bring whole benefits to the people and the country as
well as promotes participation in area management for a
better living and makes value of the abundance of forest
resources and wildlife remain sustainable and forward it
to the children in the future.

Did you know?: '

The World Heritage Emblem consists of
the central square which symbolizes the results
of human skill and inspiration, built as a World
Cultural Heritage. Inside the circle represents
the gifts of nature and environment that
shaped a World Natural Heritage. The words
of World Heritage surrounding in different
languages represent the protection of all
World Heritage Sites through cooperation from
humankind, every nation and every language, by
3languages: English (WORLD HERITAGE), French
(PATRIMOINE MONDIAL), and the area of Spanish
(PATRIMONIO MUNDIAL) can be adjusted to the
language of the country where the symbol will be
used. The World Heritage Emblem was designed
by Mr. Michel Olyff and adopted at its second
meeting; the World Heritage Committee voted
in favor of this World Heritage Emblem.




