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Thailand State of Environment Report 2004 is divided
into three Parts. Part | provides an overview of the state of
the environment in 2004 compared to the previous Year as
well as a brief evaluation of remedial efforts. Part Il outlines
the administrative structure and the mechanism of environ-
mental management in Thailand. And, Part |1l highlights spe-
cific environmental issues of 2004,

Part | STATE OF ENVIRONMENT 2004

The State of Environment 2004 is presented in four
categories: Natural Resources, Natural and Cultural Environ-
ment, Pollution and Urban Environment and Community.

Natural Resources:

Forest Resource

€ Base on 1:50,000 satellte information, forest
coverage in 2000 totalled 106 million rai or about
33.15 percent of the total area of Thailand.
A comparison of satellite information between
2000-2004 shows that additional 1,476 plots of
forest or about 3.85 million rai of forest area was
further encroached.

Executive Summary
B T 87 o

-
L

Forest area of Thailand, 1978 - 2000

Forest area (million rais)

1978 1982 1985 1988 2532 1991 1993 1995 1998 2000  Year

Source : National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation Department,
2004

€ In 2003, forest fire covered an area of 98,523
rai which is a remarkable decline from 2002 of
as high as 870,000 rai. Factors contributing to
the decling of forest fire are favourable weather
conditions, effective forest fire preventive measures
and increased people involvement in forest fire
preventive efforts.

Land Resource and Land Use

€ Soil salinity problem in the northeastem region
totalled 17.8 million rai, and there is a tendency
that another 20 million rai of land will suffer from
soil salinity in the future. A study between The
Department of Mineral Resources and Khon Kean
University is currently underway to provide
geological explanations to the causes of soll
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»£2°j (Thailand Cultural Environment
Project: TCEP)
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