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The Nature and Environment Journal Vol. 7 No. 2 (April - June 2018) is proud to present the
significant articles focusing mainly on, “Pracharat” mechanism, which is a key strategy that target to
unite the power of all sectors; public, private, academic and the governmental sectors, bring them into
the cooperative managements to find solutions, reform country and even make changes to the society,
leading Thailand toward sustainability. The Editorial Board of Nature and Environment Journal have
selected explicit knowledge to be presented in every column such as the cover story of conservation
portraying a sustainable use of forests based on the Public-Private-People Partnership mechanism. And
DO NOT MISS! An interview with the Secretary General of the Office of Natural Resources and
Environmental Policy and Planning (ONEP), who will inform the readers on how to drive policy and
plan in natural resources and environmental management of the country by employing the Pracharat
mechanism. The significance of Pracharat mechanism has been presented in various dimensions

throughout this journal, which we sincerely hope to make it worth following.

The Editorial Board of Nature and Environment Journal wish to provide knowledge that could
help in raising the public awareness and increasing the understanding toward the new government

strategy to the readers. We hope to prepare you for the upcoming cooperation and contribution as part

of driving forces that push forward our country to achieve the goals of Thailand's 20-Year National
Strategy, advancing Thailand toward stability, prosperity, and sustainability and finally succeed to
become one of the developed countries through the Philosophy of Sufficient Economy.
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(ONEP: Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning)
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The Office of Natural Resources and
Environmental Policy and Planning (ONEP)
has consecutively organized an ONEP conference
in order to present academic publications and
work performance in natural resources and
environmental policy and planning of the ONEP
as well as to build collaboration and potential
among networks of natural resources and

environmental management.

This year, 2018, is the 25th Anniversary
of Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).
Thailand had signed the convention on June 12,
1992 and ratified on October 31, 2003, which
was effective on January 29, 2004, and Thailand
was counted as the 188™ Party of the Convention.
After signing the convention, Thailand has regularly
participated in the conferences. As a result, it
had led into various practices comprising of
domestic operation, international collaboration
in conservation and sustainable utilizing
biodiversity, collaboration between related
conventions as well as collaboration between
organizations. Moreover, Thailand had joined

the global community in organizing the

The ONEP
Conference 2018
“Celebrating 25 Years
of Action for

Biodiversity”

International Day for Biological Diversity. The

United Nations have celebrated the International
Day for Biological Diversity every year on
May 22 to commemorate the adoption of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, which
was enforced on May 22, 1992. In 2018, the
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity held the International Day for Biological
Diversity with the theme of “Celebrating 25

Years of Action for Biodiversity.”

The ONEP arranged the conference to
celebrate an annual International Day for
Biological Diversity on May 23, 2018 at The
Berkeley Hotel Pratunam, Bangkok. A purpose
of the conference was to promote the major
accomplishments of the ONEP and make them
recognized by the related public and private
sectors, NGOs and people. The accomplishments

included environmental impact assessment,
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coordination for climate change management,
land-use management and environmental fund
management, which all related to biodiversity.
The ONEP conference also expected to encourage
the related sectors to join and take action in
sustainable and effective operation of natural

resources, environment and biodiversity.

It was an honor of the ONEP, having a
Deputy Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment (Mr. Somchai
Masathian) to open the conference and a Secretary
General of the ONEP to give a report speech
(Dr. Raweewan Bhuridej). There were almost
600 participants including governmental sectors
from Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment and other governmental sectors,
experts in related committees and sub-committees,
environmental NGOs, consulting companies,
private sectors, networks of natural resources,
environment and biodiversity, and academic
institutions. The conference was organized and
had a special talk on a topic of “25 Years of
Biodiversity with Thailand Reform” by the
Secretary General of the ONEP. Moreover,
there were divided into 4 groups with different
discussion topics; which were “Past, Present

and Future of Biodiversity in Thailand,” “The

Enhancement and Conservation of National

o

Environmental Quality Act, B.E. 2561 (Version
2) with Biodiversity,” “Land-use Management
for Community under Country Reform Plan”
and “Financial Mechanism for Biodiversity
Management” as an opportunity for participants
to gain and exchange knowledge. In addition,
there was an exhibition displaying the major
works and accomplishments of the ONEP and
related agencies such as Biodiversity-Based
Economy Development Office, Department of
National Parks Wildlife and Plant Conservation,
Royal Forest Department, Zoological Park
Organization, Department of Marine and Coastal
Resources, International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN), United Nation Development
Programme-Thailand (UNDP-Thailand), Mae Tha
Sustainable Agriculture Cooperative (Chiang Mai
Province), Khao Kwan Foundation, East Forum
Foundation and Walairukhavej Botanical Research

Institute (Mahasarakham University).

The ONEP had received great collaboration
in organizing this conference and highly
expected to bring our networks and related
sectors taking actions according to the policy,
planning and measurement of biodiversity,
natural resources and environment, and develop
the network of academicians from different sectors

to collaboratively work in natural resources and

environmental management of the country. Y

T
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Environmentalist, Senior Professional Level

Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning

orests are one of the most important

terrestrial ecosystems on earth. Forests are source
and habitats of wide varieties of organisms such
as plants, animals, and fungi. These living
organisms interact in complex relationships.
Forests have an important mechanism to keep
natural system in balance due to its connection
with soil, water, and air. Forests also prevent
erosion of soil surface, preserving soil fertility
which make them suitable for plant growth.
Forests are the important source of organic
matters and minerals, as well as being the
sources of water supply and origin of the
streams. Moreover, forests absorb carbon dioxide

from the atmosphere.

Forests and the Sustainable
Development Goals

Forests are a fundamental resource
of human life and a base of sustainable
development. The Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) mention forests in the Goal
15. It consists of the convictions to conserve
and sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,

sustainably manage forest, combat desertification,

halt and reverse land degradation, as well as
halt biodiversity loss. Healthy forest can provide
the essential ecosystem services such as providing
clean water and oxygen, as well as being a
source of cultures and local wisdom. Thus,
global community agree that forests are the
important part of mechanisms that keep nature
in balance and promote sustainable human

well-being.

development principle consists of 17 goals in

The sustainable development is a global
which any country can follow to achieve in

economic, social, and environmental developments
within a 15 year period (2015-2030).
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The Aichi Targets focus on effective
implementation and rapid movement to stop
biodiversity loss in global, regional, and
international levels, as well as provide stability
for various living organisms on earth.
Moreover, the Aichi Targets aim to support
human well-being and discard impoverishment.
The Aichi Target contains 5 Strategic Goals,

which overall consists of 20 Targets.

Decrease Deforestation:
Global Goal

Deforestation and forest encroachment
are global environmental problems. The
Sustainable Development Goals 15, Life on
Land, encourages every country in the world to
promote the sustainable forest management;
halting deforestation, increasing forest restoration,
and reforestation globally by 2020. In addition,
the Convention on Biological Diversity mentions
the Aichi Target 5 in lowering at least half
of the rate of natural habitats loss, and
deforestation, as well as the Aichi Target 7 refer
to in sustainable forest management, ensuring
conservation of biodiversity by 2020. These
global goals are global framework, which each
country can implement to move toward

sustainable development.

Cover Story

Increase Forest Area:
National Goal

Similar to other countries in the world,
deforestation is one of the most critical problems
in Thailand. Forest area is continuously
decreasing due to utilization of forest area for
several purposes such as for agricultural activities,
habitations, and recreations. Decreasing forest
area is severe problem for instance in the last
50 years (1965-2015), the forest area was
continuously declined. In 2015, a total forest area
in Thailand was 102.12 million rai, which was
considered to be 31.57% of total area of the
country. However, Thai Government intend to
increase the forest area in order to balance
ecosystems. The 12t National Economic and
Social Development Plan (2017-2021) aims to
increase forest area to 40% of the total area. The
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
(MNRE), as a main organization responsible
for management and protection of the national
forest ecosystem, has established the 20 years
(2017-2037) MNRE strategic plan and national
environmental reformation plan. The plans aim
to achieve the goals by increasing the forest area
back to 40% of the total area of the country in
which 25% is forest conservation area and 15%
is economic forest area. According to the goals,
Thailand has to regrow at least 27.24 million rai
of forest along with protection and conservation
in order to keep the current forest area from
encroachment. The Minister of the MNRE, General
Surasak Kanjanarat, initiated the “Forest Reviving
to Sustainable Development” Policy, which aims to
increase people “un,derstanding and participati’oﬁ

in forest management, called Pracharat Mechanism. \
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Pracharat Mechanism
for Sustainable Conservation

Forest conservation and sustainable
utilization can be achieved, through the supports
of strong political sectors, which fully commit
in taking serious actions. In Thailand, Pracharat
is a policy that allows people especially local
people to participate in conservation, reforestation,
and problem solving of the forests. This policy
could create a strong network from every
sector to involve in forest management. For
example, the government, community leaders,
private and public sectors had involved in
community forest following the Royal Forest
- Department guidelines. The activities included
creating buffer zones along with increase of
public participation and public awareness in
natural forest conservation; a case study in Ban
Pu Nam Ron, Tumbon Dan Chang, Dan Chang

District, Supanburi Province. The Ban Pu Nam

Ron community; households, temples, schools,

and local organizations, participated in the
activities. They used their faith, tradition,
and culture to strengthen their community,
raising the awareness and disseminating the
values of the forests. Thus, the whole community
mvolved in the restoration of deforested area,
which had been destructed from mining and
illegal logging. As a consequence, the forest
has fully recovered. Large trees such as banyan
tree, Indian coral tree, Ceylon oak, hog plum,
Afzelia wood, Burmese rosewood, blackwood,
and Monastery bamboo, as well as ground flora
such as Asiatic bitter yam, peacock ginger, fern,
vegetables, and herbs are growing back including
varieties of plants. Additionally, the community
developed the forest area as an ecotourism
destinations as well as established the learning

center for environmental studies.

National Sustainable Forest
Management toward Global
Sustainable Development

Forests are natural resources that provide

&
{great benefits to humans and society as long as

‘We_use them sustainably and not exceed its

ing capacity. Sustainable forest managements;
can increase carbon dioxide absorbent, preserve
clean water resources and prevent floods and
droughts, as well as create stable food sources,
requires common responsibility from everyone

for our well-being. Finally, it will lead us to

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. Y
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Could you please tell us about the
“Pracharat” policy so that people
can understand?

“Pracharat is not a new word and it is easy
to understand. The word “Pracharat” originates
from the combination of two words: Prachachon,
which is ‘People’ and Rathaban, which is
‘Government’. The People includes private,
NGOs, academics, and public sectors, while
the Government represents any governmental
organization who is responsible for policy and
planning, or appointed officers. So, when we
combine them, it is an integrated collaboration of
every sector including the government, private,
academics, NGOs, and public sectors, finding
the solutions and creating the promising future
for the country. The government aims to bring
the collaboration into actions which operated
under the laws and regulations, working under
the ‘cooperative thinking and co-working’ slogan
to decrease inequality, to develop human quality,

and to increase competitiveness.”

Special Interview

{[ixa'
DriRaweewan]Bhuride;
mmm@ﬂ@@

By Editorial Board

Since the ONEP is an organization
who drives the natural resources
and environmental management
plan and policy of the country, what
are the ONEP’s operational plans
that follow the Pracharat policy?

The ONEP, which is an organization

under the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, has a responsibility in setting up
policy and plan for the sustainable enhancement
and protection of the environment. “In order to
achieve the organization’s missions, a collaboration
of every sector is the important part in driving
the policy and plan under the Pracharat mechanism.
So, the ONEP has continuously applied the policy
to its operations such as preparations and evaluations
of an outcome of the national environmental
policy and plan, land management, coordination
of climate change management, Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA), development of the

EIA system, biodiversity management for community
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environment and specific areas, natural and
cultural environments, as well as managing the
Environmental Fund. Every operation emphasizes
on the collaboration in every step; from public
hearing, surveying, to organizing seminar, including

other driving mechanisms.

“Moreover, the ONEP also focuses on
collaboration under the Pracharat mechanism
by establishing various committees such as the
National Environment Board, the National Climate
Change Committee, the National Conservation
and Utilization of Biodiversity, the National Land
Policy Committee, or even, the Krung Rattanakosin
and Old Towns Conservation and Development
Committee. These Committees consist of academics
and relevant private and government representatives.
For example, members of the National Environment
Board as defined by law comprise of private sector
representative, academics, and other relevant
organization in order to give suggestions in
establishment of policies, measures, and plans.
Another progress in committee recruitment is
the recruitment of the National Climate Change
Committee in which the process allows the Joint
Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry, and
Banking (JSCCIB), including the Board of Trade
of Thailand, the Federation of Thai Industries,
and the Thai Bankers Association, to personally
nominate the experts in joining the committee.
The ONEP is only responsible for candidate
qualification approval. Once the selected committee
declares a policy related to the climate change,
both private and public sectors, especially entre-
preneur, has to follow the policy in greenhouse gas

mitigation.”

Thus, it could be said that a collaboration
of every sector is the most crucial factor in
every step from public consultation to concrete

policy and planning until achieving the target.

Special Interview

Could you please give us examples
of ONEP’s outstanding projects

that followed the Pracharat policy

as well as its accomplishment?

Every ONEP project is important and
outstanding, in line with the Pracharat policy.
For example, on the Land Use Planning for
Community Living Following Government Policy
and the Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Operation

in Thailand projects;

Land Use Planning for Community Living
Following Government Policy

“Land use planning for community living
is operated by following the important government
policy. Under the National Land Policy Committee
(NLPC), it aims to solve landless agriculturist
problem and an intrusion of government’s land;
to reduce social inequality; to resolve poverty;
and to increase an accessibility to government’s
service by allocating land for impoverished
person in a form of a joint parcel, without an
ownership of the property. These policies allow a
group of people and communities to utilize the
government’s land for living under the rules and
conditions stated by the NLPC, including the
supportive enhancement to develop occupations
and markets for the local communities. Nonetheless,
the project also involved the conservation of soil
and water systems, development of public utility
system in order to create a balance between
humans and forests so the mutual relationships
between them can be achieved. It also focuses
on a conservation together with the sustainable
development. As a result, people have a right
to use the government’s land for living, having a
stable life, increasing their income and better
living by following the Sufficient Economic
Philosophy; and the problems of forest invasion
can be solved and prevented. The allocated
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parcels have to be under the government ownership.
The parcels need to have potential and compatibility
for living. There are 2 types of parcel that were
allocated; 1) the government’s land currently
possessed by people, and 2) empty parcel without
possession.

“The National Land Policy Committee
(NLPC) has been established under the Regulations
of the Office of the Prime Minister on the National
Land Policy Committee, B.E. 2557 (2014), in
which the Prime Minister acts as a Chairman and
the ONEP acts as a Secretary. The process of land
allocation for community living of the NLPC is an
integration of the 6 Ministries; which are the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment,
Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Social
Development and Human Security, and Office of
the Prime Minister. There are 4 Subcommittees,
under the NLPC, whom have been assigned as
driving mechanisms for land allocation; which
are Land Supply Tracking Subcommittee, Land
Management Subcommittee, Career Promotion and
Development Subcommittee, and Provincial

Land Policy Subcommittee.”

As a result of the land use planning for
community living since 2015 to present (as
of 17t May 2018), there are 629 targeted
areas within 68 provinces (total land area of
1,024,716-1-53.06 rai), which can be summarized

as follows;

Special Interview

1. 96 areas in 47 provinces with a total

area of 353,805-2-61.64 rai have been allocated
for land use and habitation.

2. The land has been arranged to 39,382
impoverished people with a total of 49,640
parcels in 135 areas within 54 provinces.

3. The promotion and development of
occupation have been operated in 99 areas within
48 provinces under the 6 operational frameworks;
which are (1) land development and utilization on
zoning database, (2) development of water reservoir
and basic living factor, (3) career promotion
and development via integrated career lists, (4)
encouraging jointing of the group, (5) supporting
funding accessibility, and (6) encouraging

preparation of household account.

Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Operation
in Thailand

“Thailand has declared the intention
with the global community, according to the
participation of the Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement,
to reduce 20-25 % greenhouse gas by 2030
under a normal practice. The Pracharat policy is
a principle that the ONEP used to introduce
the policy and collaboration between the
government and private, and public sectors, as
well as academic institutes in order to achieve the
goal. The policy focuses on strength and security
of the country, and also directly and indirectly
improve quality of life and public income.

Nature and Environment Vol. 7 No. 2 April - June 2018
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Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Goals

Special Interview
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“Nowadays ONEP is working to improve
energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas in
Thailand Refrigeration and Air Conditioning
(Thailand RAC NAMA) supported by the NAMA
Facility Fund. The project aims to promote
competitiveness of 4 businesses, which are
refrigerator, freezer, air conditioner, and chiller
by encouraging a modification in production
line in order to produce energy efficient products
with a use of atmospheric-friendly natural coolant
(lowering impacts on ozone layer and global
warming). Moreover, the project also provides
direct and indirect benefits to people and
academic institutes. A goal is to create global
business competitiveness of Thai entrepreneurs
by 2021,” which is in accordance with the 3
main principles of the Pracharat policy, stated
in the followings:

1) Increasing competitiveness- the ONEP
assigned the Electricity Generating Authority
of Thailand to act as a fund allocator to allocate
320 million baht (8.3 million Euro) to relevant
organizations in Thailand as 2 patterns: (1) Grants
for business start-up and product development
as well as production line adjustment, and (2) special
interest rate loan for target groups including

S iU
mstiwdorily

PETWNSSL

WA bEEs-bEon

MA#*

(a8

dealer, credit card company, and consumer in
order to promote domestic market, which is a
method to cope with the technological change,
international agreement, and future international
market (in being allow only the atmospheric-
friendly coolant will be allowed in the production).

2) Human quality development- the ONEP,
in collaboration with private entrepreneurs,
academic institutes, government agencies such
as Department of Alternative Energy Development
and Efficiency, Department of Public Works
and Town & Country Planning, Department of
Skill Development, and Office of Vocational
Education Commission, has supported and worked
to develop Product Safety Standard, Minimum
Energy Performance Standard (MEPS) and High
Energy Performance Standard (HEPS), and Building
Control Law following an international standard.
Thus, academic institutes can use it to set up their
curriculum and training in order to disseminate
knowledge on installation and maintenance of
apparatus that use natural coolant to the lecturers,
students, graduate students, as well as workers
in the refrigeration and air conditioning industries;
so that, they are able to perform safe installation
and maintenance.
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3) Reducing social inequality- the project
will create job that could serve new business
development, which could provide benefits to both
domestic and international market. Consequently,
the employment opportunity is increased, resulting
in a greater distribution of income.

“This project is a good example of an
accomplishment under a collaboration from
every sector for development of the country
towards Security, Prosperity, and Sustainability.
The project is a cooperation of the government
in reducing greenhouse gas emission, along with
increase competitiveness of the private sector;
human quality development in the government,
private and academic institutes; as well as
concretely lower overall social inequality of the
country following the Pracharat mechanism
leading Thailand toward sustainable development.”

As a consequence, Thailand, with a
collaboration of the government, private, and
public sectors, has reduced greenhouse gas as
a total of 40.14 million tons carbon dioxide
equivalent (MtCO?2 eq.) by using 9 measures since
2015, which is equal to 11% of the target set for
2020. The ONEP is recently in a middle of applying
the Pracharat mechanism to other similar projects
in order to achieve the greenhouse gas mitigation
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goals in the Energy and Transportation field,

industrial procedure and product utilization field,
and waste management, following the 2021-2030
National Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Roadmap
(approved by the Cabinet on PeLs May 2017).
Meanwhile, the main departments of each field,
who are responsible for this matter, are in a
process of preparation for greenhouse gas
mitigation plan for their departments, which
expected to be ready within 2018. Everyone
looks forward to achieve the goals.

“Other ONEP’s projects that are significant
and consistent with the Pracharat mechanism
are biodiversity management focusing on community
living, lifestyle, and well-being of people, together
with sustainable biodiversity conservation; declaration
of protected area and Green area using collaborative
mechanism of every sector in the area; preservation
of old towns under the Krung Rattanakosin and
Old Towns Conservation and Development by
ONEP in which the community can participate
in setting up old towns conservation measures
for their own community. Furthermore, the
environmental impact assessment, or EIA, procedure
also requests a collaborative operation between
permit-granted agency, entrepreneur, and legal
entity in preparation of the EIA report, academics,
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NGOs, and local people. Not only that, the ONEP
has developed a mobile application, called “Smart
EIA,” which facilitate a large number of the
EIA and Environmental Monitoring reports
accessibility, as well as to give an opportunity
to provide opinion, suggestion, relevant petition,
and instantly contact with the ONEP. This led to
a fully participation of the people. The plan also
composed of funding distribution to government
agency, local administration, state enterprise,
private sector, and environmental protection
non-governmental organization in establishing
waste and air pollution management, and for waste
management system for pollution control and
treatment; providing funds to support activities
under the Environmental Fund as well as to prepare
the Sustainable Consumption and Production
Roadmap 2017-2036 (SCP Roadmap 2017-2036).
The implementations involve production sector,
consumption sector, and supporting factor in all
levels, from an individual to national level so that
each sector can use the plan as an operational
guideline, driving the strategy into actions. For a
preparation of an environmental quality situation
report, it is requested to hold a public participation
for receiving opinions and suggestions from every
sector including government, public, NGOs, and

Uwans: numuooaou

private sector as well as relevant organization
to use as information for decision making and
revision of natural resources and environmental
management policy.”

What is the ONEP’s future plan

related to the Pracharat policy?

“The ONEP has continuously followed
the Pracharat policy by focusing on establishing
policy, plan, and measure under a collaboration
from every sector for integrated and common
operation.

“The next phase of the ONEP will focus
on reaching the target groups, public relations,
and instant communication so that people can
receive accurate and up-to-date information with
the development of the information systems,
technology, knowledge, and innovation following
the ‘Thailand 4.0’ model; as well as to develop
accessible database to use as a tool for decision-
making on announcing environmental policy,
plan, and measure; and to deliver it to relevant
organization as well. These actions would support
the works of the organizations, accurately and
instantly moving toward the goals, which leads
to reliability of the government to truly serve
the people.” h
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Green Spaces

the nature and environment around
us, there are wide varieties of plants existed. We
may often disregard their values and importance,
but the world could not exist without them.
These plants offer various kinds of benefit.
Plants are not only served as decoration to
provide aesthetics and pleasures, or used for
recreation purposes. They offer several services,
especially to the urbanites, both in terms of
environmental and economic benefits; reducing
heat, saving energy, filtering dust, mitigating
floods, absorbing pollutants and carbon dioxide.
These benefits of urban vegetation have been
often overlooked. Instead, these trees and green
spaces are seen as huge burdens that need
consistent cares; watering, pruning, fertilizing
even fallen leaves need to be collected. Many
people considered these urban green spaces as a
barrier that obstructed the incoming developments
because of the expensive land price and the
limited space available in the city, so the city’s
developments and constructions should become
their first priority. As a consequence, there is

0
area to grow more tree

arising from the expansion of the eco
increasing urban’s populations, the demand o
urban’s areas has increased adversely. As the
vacant spaces and natural areas began to decline
in proportional to the rate of urbanization, we lose
the urban healthy ecosystems and its biodiversity.
Hence, green spaces in urban areas are not enough
to satisfy people’s needs. In comparison, the
universal standard of green space is at least 15 m?
per capita, while the proportion of green space
per capita in Bangkok was only at 3.30 m? in
2007, although it was increased to 4.76 m? per
capita in 2013, to 6.03 m? per capita in 2016 and
to 6.43 m? per capita in 2017, respectively. The
value of green space per capita in Bangkok is
still considerably low. In other cities of Thailand,
the areas of green space are similarly inadequate.
With the current trends of climate change which
are gradually intensifying, including the changes
in social structures and population, the quality
of urban people’s life is worsen, especially in a
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situation where our country is progressing toward
aging society. We really need more green spaces.
With the political pressures under the specification
of policy, planning, and strategies at different
levels, many targets have been set. These important
targets are to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) at international level, to improve
quality of life along the protection of environment,
to conserve, restore and build up the foundation
for natural resource managements as stated in
Thailand's 20-Year National Strategy (2018-2037),
and to specify 35 million rai of urban green

spaces as the target of Ministry of Natural

Resources and Environment Strategy in 20 years
(2017-2036). As a result, the targets could lead

to the demand of quality green spaces; the
spaces that should be able to support and use for
multiple purposes such as accessible for elders,
protecting and adapting to the climate changes

and natural disasters in the city.

Therefore, if you seriously questioned
whether green space is an obstacle or a challenge
that could create an opportunity for the city and
for urban people, what should be done to
achieve this target, to increase green spaces that
could satisfy our needs? Nowadays, many cities
in Thailand and in foreign countries deploy
green spaces for various purposes, to support
local economy as well as to sustain the society
and cultures of the communities. In return, these
activities could also increase the possibility of
having more green spaces as well as sustain
them in the urban areas, keeping the balance of
the urban’s ecosystems and its environment as

the following examples:

Chiang Mai, Thailand: MuangKaen Municipality
has attached the values of green space to the
tourism promotion. With its municipality’s policy
to provide their people happy lives, earning
their living, living proud of their success of
localized economy, the plan in promoting "This
winter at the Kaen city" was initiated. The local
municipality had improved the unused areas of
municipality by planting and sowing seeds of
Mexican Aster (Cosmos bipinnatus Cav.) to
create a unique atmosphere, attracting tourists.
The market was set up for local merchants to
sell local food and local products, earning extra

incomes into the local community.
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Jinhua City, China: Yanweizhou Park was

designed based on the concept of climate change
resilient landscape. It was constructed and built as
a riparian wetland for monsoon floods adaptation.
In the park, plants and vegetation were selected
based on the suitability with the wetland dynamic
and topography. In which, the diverse water
resilient species were chosen to reduce the impact
of water velocity in flood season and to absorb
minerals from sediments that flown along. Thus, no
special cares are needed: watering or fertilizing.
Moreover, the wetlands plants also help support the
concrete walls, preventing the bank erosion and
conserving the coastal ecosystems. Yanweizhou
Park daily receives thousands of visitors, who
come to experience the world of nature and
expect to touch the eastern cultures of China in
closer aspects.

Singapore: Although it is a city state nation
with limited spaces, Singapore dedicated 101
hectares (1 million m?) of land to build a natural
park, Garden by the Bay, which composes of
botanic gardens, attracting thousands of tourists.
The new green space features with beautiful
and distinctive plants. Garden by the Bay consists
of many popular places such as Bay South Garden;
showcasing the plants from Mediterranean and
subtropical climate inside the Flower Dome,
The Cloud Forest; containing 35-meter tall
mountain and replicating the tropical mountainous
climate and evergreen forests, The Supertrees;
18 large tree-like structures were designed and
built as a 25 to 50-meter vertical garden (9 to
16 storey building). With the elevated walkways,
connecting each tree and providing spaces,
visitors can enjoy the surrounding in panoramic

aerial view, while watching the Garden Phapsody

show at night.
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Besides, the choice of plant selections

is also crucial which must be based on plant’s
suitability and compatibility. In order to save
maintenance costs and gain higher benefits, we
can also apply plants and vegetation that could
help improve the air quality and pollution
reduction. For examples, growing pine trees
and deciduous trees, dust can be trapped by
their rough and hairy leaves. Growing larger
trees and shrubs, nitrogen dioxide and ozone
can be absorbed by their smooth and broad

leaves. Planting trees with big shades in a parking

San Francisco, USA: A Lombard Street
is known as the most crooked street in the
world with its 40° vertical S-shaped road.
Lombard Street was built in 1922 as a one-way
block on Russian Hill, linking Hyde and
Leavenworth Streets. On both sides of the
streets and walkways designed for pedestrian
safety, trees and colorful flowers bloom all
year round. In addition, there is an area for
selling souvenirs. With a unique landscape,
Lombard Street becomes another major tourist
attractions. Sometimes, this street is used as an
outdoor classroom for students. Thus, Lombard
Street is one of the green space successes, the
green area that has been fully and sustainably

utilized.

AININ http://www.sfeate.com/bayarea

lot, also help reduce the emissions of volati

organic compounds (VOCs). Including, in a
narrow road, where congested with heavy traffic
and dense with tall buildings, by constructing a
vertical garden or green wall, it can help
removing air pollutants, and making the roads
cleaner and greener. Many routes in Thailand
are built by this concept. And when it comes to
the right season, flowers will bloom beautifully,
making the roads as a route for tourism,

promoting healthy activities such as cycling.
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Air pollution mitigation from Green Walls

Aforementioned, it was just parts of the
benefit that we can gain from increasing urban
green spaces. Based on the concepts of the
design and creative management, which take
nature and environment as one of the priorities.

© With the suitable plant selections and the

applications, green spaces could be built

restored and preserved, promoting the economy,

society and cultures alongside the environmental
management. If every sector are aware of how
important and what kinds of benefits that we can
gain from urban green spaces, the ideas can be
widespread. Cities in Thailand will become a
livable place. People will have better quality of

life and live in a good environment with
promising future. Y
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‘%ce 1s a source of nutrition for most Thai
citizens over 5,000 years. There are evidences
of rice husk that were used as a soil mixture for
pottery works in Ban Chiang Culture, Ban Khok
Sub-district, Phu Wiang District, Khon Kaen
Province. There is no doubt that Thailand has
rituals in process of growing rice such as Rice
Goddess Worship, calling the spirit of the Rice
Goddess, the ceremony to forecast amount of
rainfall, and the tradition of joint rice harvesting.
This is to confirm that Thai livelihood has been
tied closely to rice farming from generation to
generation. Rice has become the key export of
agricultural products, owing to the fact that most
of Thailand geographical terrain is flood plain
which is appropriate for growing rice and

ki Hugmn: g
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practicing agricultural activities. In 2016, the
export value of milled rice was 154,434 million
baht. Despite the high figure of sale revenue, it
is not an indicator for the success in the rice
cultivation of Thai farmers because the farmers
have always been facing various problems; low
agricultural production, high production costs,
soil deterioration as a result of the persistent use
of chemicals for a long period of time, increasing
in severe natural disasters, as well as farmer’s lack
of knowledge to deal with problems. Moreover,
dependence on external production factors, such
as utilizing commercial fertilizers, pesticides, and
herbicides, or even hiring outside labors and
machines, lead to lacking of negotiating power
with middleman. These disadvantages affect
many other concerning issues, such as debt
crisis, poverty, as well as poor health issues. All
of these concerns are not far from what farmers
in Phak Mai Sub-district, Huai Thap Than
District, Sisaket Province have encountered and
experienced in these years.
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Upgrade the Idea,

Collaboratively Turn Threats

into Opportunities

Farmers in Phak Mai Sub-district
brainstormed and discussed for solutions to the
arisen issues. They found that the key obstacle
was high production costs because of external
production inputs. As a result, they commonly
agreed that “the arisen problems belong to us,
we need to solve it within.” It was the starting
point to the establishment of the “Sub-district
of Learning and Integrated Development for
Self-administration based on Sufficiency Economy
Philosophy” with an aim to uplift the community’s
well-beings and increase the income. In 1998,
the farmers were gather into a small group, which
later developed into a community enterprise,
known as “Phak Mai Sub-district Community
Enterprise for Rice Seed Promotion and
Production,” chaired by Mr. Paitoon Phangkham.
The key concept of the group is moderation in
rice production, living sufficiently and building
the self-immunity for community protection
from the arising internal and external changes.
The Phak Mai Sub-district Community Enterprise
successfully overcome the problems and obstacles;
developing rice species, improving soil quality,
and enhancing production efficiency to meet
global standard. Consequently, the farmers in
Phak Mai Sub-district are capable of developing
their own agricultural areas and thus receiving

more revenues, leading to better quality of life
and self-reliability.

Environment and Pollution

Phak Mai Model:

Pracharat Community

The community enterprise consists of
248 members with the total rice farming area,
3,780 rai (6.048 km?). The group has developed
an effective management and administrative
system, in accordance with large agricultural
area policy of the government, which aims
to form farmer’s collaboration. By using a
farmer-centered approach, it helps to create
stronger negotiation power for the farmers;
reducing production costs, increasing productivity,
and standardizing quality of agricultural production
for export, leading to the sustainability of quality
development and increasing productivity. The
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives is a
focal point for project coordination. In addition,
private sectors provide supported funds and
education in marketing administration and
management knowledge. The educational sector
also participates in providing research information
and developing agricultural technology. As a
result, the community enterprise is formed based on
the participation of all relevant parties, including
public sector, private sector, and community,
in brainstorming and determining clear goals,
cooperating on setting productions and marketing
plans, on the basis of supportive relationship.
There is also a working group that helps run the
process systematically through public participation
and setting the project implementation plans in

accordance with the government’s “Pracharat”
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As for the coordination of the community
enterprise, public agencies play an important
role in educating farmers in production control
process to ensure the product quality and standard.
Information and knowledge have been sharing
to the farmers by district agriculturalists. A
management team is working under good line
of virtue. Private sector supports the construction
of the community learning center “From Agricultural
Power to Happiness by Siam Kubota,” which
provides technological knowledge in water
management systems and supportive services
such as the soil testing services and etc. In addition,
the learning center is opened for everyone,
represented the success of Phak Mai community
with many projects and examples that the farmers
can learn from such as using old rice stalks to
replenish the soil organic matters and nutrients
after harvest season, growing green manure plants,
using fertilizers based on soil analysis, or even
changing rice cultivation techniques to rice
transplanting and dropping techniques. The
community enterprise has also expanded the
project, building up a sustainable community.
When farmers are free, they are encouraged to
plant vegetables and raise livestock to earn extra
incomes, or to develop new products for sales,
such as organic rice, green beans, soybeans, dried
okra and rice milk, etc. Phak Mai Model is worked
under the Pracharat mechanism. It was supported
and integrated by government agencies, private
sector, farmers and other related organizations,
in developing sustainable production based on
the principle of Pracharat mechanism. The project
was awarded with many prizes as the guarantee
of success, such as the Large Area Rice Cultivation
Award, the Outstanding Award for Farmers
Integration, the Best Rice Species Conservation
Award, etc.

T Lt e e e et

Environment and Pollution

Summary

With the commitment and determination
of the farmers in Phak Mai community,
developing their rice fields into large-scale rice
farming in accordance with the government
policy, the successful production, marketing and
producing quality development have represented
the model of participatory management. All
members have been sharing their ideas, plans
works, solutions, and finally earning the
benefits altogether. As a result, all members have
developed a positive attitude toward teamwork
and reducing conflicts within. Knowledge has
been shared from generation to generation with
the promotion of local wisdoms. At the same
time, their exchange and learning within the
group leads to stronger cooperation in supporting
and strengthening the foundations of the

economy. This is an important step for the

country development toward sustainability. Y
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The 25™ Anniversary of
the Environmental Fund:

Pracharat Mechamsm

By Rapeeporn Kunoran
Environmentalist, Professional Level =]
Office of Natural Resources and Enwronmeﬁ’cal Pollcy and Planning

A Beginning of the

Environmental Fund

In the middle of a social change and
expansion of economy and industry, a preservation
of the environment has been given less priority.
Over the past 20 years, a natural resource
utilization is lack of a proper management, which
directly affects the well-being of humans, animals,
and the environment. The changes in lifestyles
and beliefs of people have increased the
complication and challenge to overcome the
environmental problems. As a result, many
environmental management plans have been
established under the Enhancement and
Conservation of National Environmental Quality
Act, B.E. 2535 (1992). The plans include setting up

environmental quality standard, declaration of
pollution control area and environmental protected
area, creating an action plan for provincial
environmental quality management. In order to
allow local administration to perform environmental
management in the area, to encourage public and
private sectors to participate in enhancement
and conservation of environmental quality, the
“Environmental Fund” was initiated as a funding
resource to support the enhancement and
conservation of environmental quality project
organized by governmental organizations, private
sectors, and community. The collaboration and
supports from all sectors could provide a long term
conservation and protection of environment

in the country.
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The Environmental
Fund Road Map

Within the past 25 years, the Environmental

Fund has driven the government policies on
local pollution and natural resource management
through community participation. The activities
include the initiation and supports on finding
the solutions of environmental pollution within
the pollution control and environmental protected
areas, speeding up waste and wastewater problem
solving in municipal communities, a proactive
integrated management of natural resources,
modifying criteria and lowering an interest rate
of private loan, and driving a community waste
management at the point source. The activities
create sustainability in the natural resources and
environmental management and as a foundation

for future urban, municipal, and national

developments.

Environment and Pollution

Community Waste

Management at the Point

Source Under the

“Thailand Zero Waste”

Action Plan according to

Pracharat Mechanism

One of the prominent projects under a
support of the Environmental Fund is the
“Promotion of the Community Participation in
Waste Separation at the Point Source” project,
which is consistent with the government policy
on the national “waste management” under the
“Thailand Zero Waste” Action Plan according
to Pracharat mechanism. The project focuses
on collaboration between the government,
private sectors, communities, and other relevant
organizations. The Environmental Fund has
supported over 550 Sub-district Administrative
Organizations (SAOs) in the country to proceed
a management of waste reducing at the point
source, by funding 400,000 baht to each SAO
with an overall fund of 200 million baht. Thus,
the Environmental Fund is considered as a
significant financial mechanism for driving the

previously mentioned policy.
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As an outcome of the project, the local
administrative organizations could reduce an
amount of waste for final disposal by 35%
higher than the target of the project, or an average
of 50-60% of the waste volume prior to the
beginning of the project. Organic waste was the
most effective, followed by recyclable waste.
As a consequence, there was only 20-25% of
the waste volume left for disposal, which were
mostly general and hazardous waste. In addition,
the local communities had an opportunity to
improve their understanding and awareness of
the problem as well as to participate in the waste
separation as part of the waste management. In
particularly, one household had been selected
as a learning center as well as a representative
of the local administrative organization in which
its members could delivered the knowledge to
the community. This action was consistent with
the “Clean Province” policy and the “Thailand
Zero Waste” Action Plan according to Pracharat

mechanism.

In order to encourage and support the
administrative organization, the Environmental

Fund had presented honour awards to 16 local

and 76 provincial administrative organizations
that could delivered successful and prototype
project outcomes at “the 25 Anniversary
of the Environmental Fund: Intention and
Commitment to Conservation and Development”
event, held in 2017. The event was honoured by
General Surasak Karnjanarat, a Minister of
Natural Resources and Environment as a chairman
of ceremony.

In addition to the success in natural
resources and environmental management of
the projects supported by the Environmental
Fund, the outcome revealed an intention of the
projects in human development to ensure an
ability in problem solving as well as to taking
care of oneself, being initiative, and having
self-management. Thus, the government can act as
a supporter behind the success, which allows full
participation of every sector in a well-balanced
natural resources and environmental management
under the Pracharat mechanism, as well as to be
able to adjust oneself to the developments and
changes following the Sufficiency Economy
Philosophy. Consequently, it would create a
balance in natural resources, economy, and society
leading to stability, prosperity, and sustainability
of the nation. Y
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Land Allocation for Individuals
and State Land Preservation
and Restriction
for Sustainable Land Use

By Pisan Thanasansomboon

Environmentalist, Senior Professional Level
Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning

@SD ince land is a limited resource for national
production, it needs to be used in a cost-effective
manner, in harmony with the ecology and people’s
way of life, in terms of housing, agriculture, as
well as other economic activities. The government
has the authority to set up policies and manage
the land to maximize efficiency. There are several
policies and measures regarding land allocation
for individuals, along with State land use
prohibitions for equality and fairness. These
policies aim to reduce disparity, stop land
invasion, and increase forest area, as well as
to improve people’s quality of life. However,
recent developments still remain with several
underprivileged and land management issues,

awaiting for the government’s solutions.
Land : From Past to Present

In the past, the government had a policy
on beneficial land use by allowing individuals
to build housing and conduct farming based on
their own capacity, whereas the land belonged
to the users, as evidenced by stone inscriptions
from Sukhothai period. In the early Rattanakosin
period, the government still promoted land use

but collected tax in return, as shown in the

the reign of His Majesty King Chulalongkorn,
or King Rama V, the land management of the
country had been progressed. His Majestic King
Chulalongkorn built up the foundation of land
allocation for Thais by enacting the law governing
land ownership, including the Land Act Monthon
Ayuthia, R.S. 120 (1902) and the Issuance of
Title Deed Act, R.S. 127 (1909). Later, several
laws had been continuously enacted, which the
important documents for land use included farming
deed, forest deed, pre-emption certificate title deed,
map title deed, and title deed. There was also
the determination of forms used for processing
before title deed issuance such as land investigating
form, plot identification slip, field survey form,
and other land reservation permit; land use

form and form no.3. These documents were
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certified by a district chief officer that the land
has been used under the Issuance of Title Deed
Act (No. 6), B.E. 2479 (1936), including other
documents issued for used land, such as
premption certificate stamped and etc. Later,
the Issuance of Title Deed Act was revoked due
to the reason that there were several land-re-
lated laws and they should be consolidated and
improved to allow the government to be more
extensively in managing land for the benefit of
the country and the people. Therefore, the Act
Promulgating the Land Code, B.E. 2497 (1954)
(effective on December 1%, 1954) has been
enacted for individual’s land allocation and
State land use prohibitions, as well as of the
specification of criteria, and other land man-
agement procedures in accordance with the
Land Code.

First, we need to understand key foundations
regarding the sources of land that is allocated
to individuals, and State land preservation and
restriction. Land classification has been
implemented since 1959. The Land Classification
Committee is responsible for classifying State
lands under the Cabinet’s approval. Land can

be classified into 2 main types, which are

—

(1) State lands that can be allocated to
individual by revoking of or separating from
forest area under the Cabinet’s resolution for
agricultural and for other uses, and (2) lands
that are preserved and restricted as permanent
national forests to be declared as national
reserved forest or national park, etc. This type of
classification had been implemented pursuant
to Section 7 of the Act Promulgating the Land
Code and has been implemented until present
in accordance with the Land Development Act,
B.E. 2526 (1983). After the lands are properly
classified, they will be transferred to relevant
organizations to allocate to individuals or to
declare as the government’s prohibited land

further by laws.

Land Allocation for
Individuals and State Land
Preservation and Restriction

Land allocation for individuals consists
of 2 key patterns, which are (1) land allocation
with land ownership, and (2) land allocation

without land ownership.

1. Land allocation with land ownership:
The lands that will be allocated to individuals
must be State lands classified as a waste land
under Section 1304 (1) of the Civil and
Commercial Code, and it must not be
government’s prohibited areas. This allocation
was first implemented in 1937 through the
enactment of the Act on the Establishment of
Cooperatives Settlement in Prohibited Land in
Chiang Mai Province. The government is
responsible for land reservation, as well as for
providing fundamental inputs. Later, several
land management laws were enacted. The law
that has been effective until now is the
Allotment of Land for Living Act, B.E. 2511
(1968) implemented by the Department of
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Cooperative Promotion in the form of
Cooperatives Settlement through the issuance
of the Land Utilization Certificate (Kor Sor Nor 5),
and by the Department of Social Development
and Welfare in the form of Self-help Settlement
through the issuance of the Land Utilization
Permit for Self-settling Estate (Nor Kor 3).
When the members of the settlement meet with
all requirements and conditions, they can use
the previous-mentioned documents to request for
a title deed. In addition, there is also the land
allocation under the Land Code through the
issuance of the reservation form to the members
of large land allocation project under Section 27,
and the small plot allocation under Section 33,
which is under the responsibility of the National
Land Committee (NLC), the focal point for land
allocation that has been established under Section
14 pursuant to Section 20, and responsible for
land allocation policy development, land allocation
project approval, and regulating land allocation
among government agencies. This committee was
previously chaired by Minister of Interior since
1954. However, in 2002 owing to the government
reform, Minister of Natural Resources and
Environment has been designated as Chairman,
and the National Land Committee Secretariat has
become “Land Management Division,” under the
Office of Natural Resources and Environmental
Policy and Planning (ONEP), serving as the

secretariat of the committee.

2. Land allocation without land ownership:
Several types of State land will be allocated to
individuals. The government is responsible to

manage both lands occupied by people and

waste lands, by authorizing individual’s access

and utilizations. There are 2 cases as follows:

First Case: The allocation of land without
ownership by virtue of specific laws, are classified

into 5 main types;

(1) Land allocation in land reform area
in accordance with the Agricultural Land Reform
Act, B.E. 2518 (1975), with the issuance of land

documents in the form of Sor Por Kor 4-01

(2) Permission to live and work in the
national reserved forest area in the determined
time period in accordance with the National
Reserved Forests Act, B.E. 2507 (1964), with the
issuance of Sor Tor Kor form (already revoked),
and permission in the integrated land form in
accordance with the guidelines and procedures

under the National Land Policy Committee

(3) Renting in the Ratchaphatsadu Land
under the Ratchaphatsadu Land Act, B.E. 2518

(1975) in the form of a leasing contract

(4) The utilization of public land for
common uses that was shared by the public
but is no longer used to allow the public to
utilize under Section 9 of the Land Code, and
the regulation of the Ministry of Interior on the
Permission of the Public to Utilize State Land,
B.E. 2547 (2004), in the form of temporary

residence permits

(5) Permission to use in reserved land
for settlement in accordance with the Allotment
of Land for Living Act, B.E. 2511 (1968) and
the Department of Public Welfare’s regulation
on the Permission of Land Use in Self-help
Settlement, B.E. 2534 (1991)
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Second Case: By the virtue of administrative
sector or the Cabinet’s resolution to authorize
relevant agencies to manage and administer land
utilization or allocate land without ownership
in accordance with public administration laws,
or as endorsed by the Cabinet, or as the Cabinet
may assign public agencies to alleviate people’s
difficulty through land allocation mechanism

in several forms.

(1) The Cabinet Resolution on land
classification, the Establishment of Self-help

Settlement and Cooperatives Settlement

(2) The Cabinet Resolution on June 22nd,
1982 assigning the National Land Committee to
consider assigning land classified to government
agencies to take further legal action, and to not
expand the land allocation project area, except
for the purpose of land reform and land

development

(3) The Cabinet Resolution on June 30th,
1998 on the Solution of Land Issues in Forest

Area

(4) The Cabinet Resolution on December
22nd 2015 and related matters on Land

Allocation for Community Living

State land preservation and restriction:
The reservation or restriction of State land
classification as waste land for individual’s
utilization under Section 20 (4) of the Land
Code, by the National Land Committee’s
Regulation (No.9), B.E. 2529 (1986) on the
State Land Reservation or Restriction for
Mutual Public Utilization, can be divided into
3 types as follows:

1. Land reservation or restriction for
official uses appeared under the Royal Command

from the past as mentioned. The King would

declare the land that would be restricted or

reserved for official uses, and would transfer
his land in the public domain for the commonly
uses. Later, the Department of Ratchaphatsadu
Land Act, R.S. 109 (1891) was enacted to
preserve the land of the State to be under the
supervision of the Lord Chancellor of the Treasure
(Minister of Finance) to maintain the property
that was used or reserved for official uses, and
was later improved to the Ratchaphatsadu Land
Act, B.E. 2518 (1975). Currently, the acquisition
of Ratchaphatsadu Land is in accordance with
the Act Promulgation the Land Code, B.E. 2497
(1954), by virtue of the Land Code Section 8 bis,
registering the government land under public
ownership, or allowing public body to use the
land for official purposes, whereas declared by
the Minister of Interior in the Government
Gazette. When the government or the public body
have utilized the land, the restricted land shall
become Ratchaphatsadu Land.

2. His Majesty King Chulalongkorn, or
King Rama V, was graciously pleased to establish
the Royal Forest Department, as well as to enact
several forest laws to preserve forests in the
country based on modern principles. With a reason
to preserve the forests to be the national and
public heritage in accordance with the civilized
countries. This is because of country development
increasing population growth that leads to the
increasing wood utilization and forest invasion.
Subsequently, the Forest Protection and Preservation
Act, B.E. 2481 (1938) was enacted to declare
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protected forests and reserved forests in 1941
in order to determine forest area and to maintain
them. Following, the Wildlife Conservation and
Protection Act, B.E. 2503 (1960), the National
Park Act, B.E. 2504 (1961), and the National
Reserved Forest Act, B.E. 2507 (1964) and
amendments there to, etc. have later been enacted.
However, laws on forests and reserved forests were
subsequently amended, including the enactment
of rules and regulations for preservation, restriction

and utilization of land in forest area.

3. Land preservation and restriction for
public uses has been established for a long time.
In the past, land prohibition took place under
the Royal Command. Later, the Ministry of Interior,
the regional governor, county governor, and the
Department of Districts, declared the reservation
or restriction of waste lands to avoid individual’s
use or ownership without authorization, or declared
the waste lands for common use. Subsequently,
the Act on the Reservation of Waste Land which
are Public Domain, B.E. 2478 (1935) was enacted
to determine reserved areas and the map attached
to the Royal Decree, to show the boundary and
location of the land reserved, which was also
published in the Government Gazettes for public
information. Later, after the enactment of the Act
Promulgation the Land Code, B.E. 2497 (1954),
it was revoked Section 10 of the Land Code,
carrying over reserved lands from previous
laws to remain effective by virtue of Section
20 (4), reserve or restrict the State lands without
ownership for common uses; whereas the
Department of Land is responsible for the
issue of public land deed under Section 8 of
the Land Code.

Key Policies and Driven
Mechanisms for Land
Management

In 2014, the government created a new
land management mechanism, to promote a
policy in reducing social inequality, solving
people’s hardships, and to maximizing the
potential of land utilization. Consequently, the
National Land Policy Committee, or “NLPC,”
has been established by the Office of the Prime
Minister’s Regulation on the National Land
Policy Committee, B.E. 2557 (2014), chaired
by the Prime Minister, with the Minister of
Natural Resources and Environment as vice
chairperson. The Secretary General of the
Office of Natural Resources and Environmental
Policy and Planning (ONEP) are the committee
member and secretariat, as well as other relevant

agencies as committee members.

NLPC is responsible for setting policies
and plans for the land and soil resources
management of the country for Cabinet’s
consideration, etc. First, NLPC has set up a

policy on land allocation to the public without
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land ownership; whereas the Cabinet approved
in principle, “Land allocation to the community
in accordance with government policies as
compound plots without providing ownership
but allowing accessibility to utilize the land as
a group or community in accordance with the
criteria and conditions set by the National Land
Policy Committee in the form of cooperative,
or any other forms as appropriate. The
implementation of this policy must assign
government agencies, which have legal authorities
for each specific type of land, determining
regulations, criteria, requirements or conditions
with the approval from the National Land Policy
Committee.” The main purposes are to allow
people to live in a legitimate way, avoid trading,
promote careers, and improve people’s quality
of life. The area of implementation must be a
suitable and manageable area, such as the
deteriorated national reserved forest, reform land,
Ratchaphatsadu Land, common use land, and
self-help settlement, etc. The land management
can be divided into 2 types: land utilization
system management (waste land) and land

utilization organization (occupied land).

The government has targeted the 20-year
Plan on living land allocation for community,
covering the area of 5.6 million rai in 3 years.
Currently, 629 lands have been allocated in 68
provinces, total area of 1,025,580 rai, and there
have been 91 areas of authorized land for
utilization in 45 provinces, total area of 351,930
rai (as of May 1%, 2018). In this regard, the success
of this land allocation depends on some key factors,
including the continuous support to transform
policy into actions through participation of all
relevant parties. The law amendments by upgrading
the mentioned the Office of the Prime Minister’s
Regulation into the act, based on the draft
National Land Policy Committee Act B.E. ....
to empower an organization that will have the
highest authority in the overall national land
management, both in terms of land allocation
for individuals and State land reservation and
restriction, to have maximum efficiency, to
reduce inequality, to distribute land ownership,
and to develop people’s quality of life in
accordance with the 20-year National Strategy,
and National Reform Plan on Natural Resources
and Environment on the reorganization and
problem resolution on disputes relating to forest
land, as well as “Thaiism for Sustainability” policy
that was extended from Pracharat policy. The
implementation of these policy are considered
a key to success, for balance, fairness, and
sustainable land utilization, in terms of economy,
society, environment, national stability, in order
to move Thailand toward Sustainability. Y
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