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Dear Readers,

T his third year, special Publication of Thailand's Nature and Environment is dedicated to
honoring H. M. The King for the 80th Anniversary on the 5th of December 2007.
Major contents presented here concern the Royal Development Projects since H. M.
The King's accession to the throne. However, it is almost impossible to elaborate all the
works, we therefore would like to pick out the environment issues to portray H. M.
The King's devofions.

On this historic event, the Office of Nafural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning
would like to express its gratitude and pay homage fo H. M. The King. Long Live The King.
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The Universal Recognition of Honours
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80th Anniversary: An Immense Effort
Birth

On Monday the 5th of December BE. 2470, His Majesty The King was bom at Mount Auburn Hospital, Cambridge.,
Massachusetts, United States of America. Dr. W. Stuart Whitmore, the obstetrician wrote:

"On the 5th of December B.E. 2470, a boy named Mahidol was born at 8.45 (20.45 in Thailand), weight 6 pounds
and 9.75 ounces, healthy, condition of the mother is normal’,

On that date, his Royal Title was His Highness Prince, and his nickname was “Lek”. Later, King Rama VIl named
him “Bhumibol Adulyadej”, which means “Strength of the Land, the Incomparable Power". as if he knew that one day the
little prince would have exfraordinarily brought the nation out of many crises.
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Youth

When HM. The King was the younger brother to the crown prince, he especially loved mechanics,
photography, music and making models like sailing boats and battleships. In B.E. 2481, upon returning to Thailand
prior to the outbreak of World War I, he constructed a model of the man-of-war Sri Ayudhya. It was later sold
for 20,000 baht by a charitable bid to the Anti-Tuberculosis Association of Thailand. A photograph of the model
was sold for 3,000 baht as well.

What matters is HM. The King's lifelong interest in leaming. He understood the cycle of natural phenomena
from the early days of his life. Soil, water, forests and living being are all interrelated and dependent on each
other as indicated in his speech on the 25th of September B.E. 2512:

. "People might wonder why | am interested in irrigation and forests. | can remember thatf, when | was 10
years old, my lafe science teacher showed me in connection with soil conservation that mountains need the
forest. Raindrops can rapidly wipe out soil and wash it away to the stream. The mountain is then no longer soil
covered because it has disappeared with the current.

This Is a principle of forest conservation and irrigation. If we do not preserve the mountain forest, then
we could all be in trouble because there will be no soil on the mountain as it was sunk into the river, causing

a flood. | learned this when | was 10",

Not surprisingly, given the above mentioned speech, H. M. The King has applied knowledge on the
inferrelation of nature to more than 3,000 royal development projects, which have been exceptionally beneficial
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The Royal Development Projects: For The Benefit of Citizens

During a reign of more than 61 years, H. M. The King's honours have become universally recognised. His
personal qudlities, talents, diigence and ingenuity are porfrayed in his many initiatives and speeches. Those 3,000
practical royal development projects employ the principle of the balance of economics, society, natural resources
and the environment, as well as simplicity in accordance with the state of society. As a matter of fact, his inifiatives
always position people as a focal point of development. Consequently, the bottom line of development has always
been the self-sufficiency of the' people, especially the majority of people who live in the remote rural parts of the
country.

From the perspective of personal qualities and initiatives, H. M. The King has tirelessly continued his work for
the sake of the well being of the people. H. M. The King himself implied that he is in fact at the bottom of a
reversed pyramid who must bear all the burdens of his subjects, who are on the top of the pyramid, as expressed in

an interview given to National Geographic Magazine in the year B.E. 2525:
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Honours from the Foreign Media

Under the democrafic system where freedom of speech is widespread, many international media
representatives have on several occasions paid homage to H.M. The King. Since B.E. 2502, there have been
numerous arficles written to salute HM. The King following his official state and private visits to the nations of
Asia, America, Europe and Australia.

H.M. The King's honours are internationally acclaimed. A BBC program entitted The Soul of the Nation' was
aired in B.E. 2522. Later, in B.E. 2527, John Halford and Leon Sexton wrote an article entitted MVore Than A
Monarchin The Plain Truth magazine which had a worldwide distribution of more than six milion copies and
which described H.M. The King's immeasurable mercy, as this section confirms

‘No province is too small or village too remote to receive a royal visit...In return, he respects

his country - every square foot of If...Few heads of state know their nations as well as King

Bhumibol knows Thailand".
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Global Recognition: An International Principle
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H.M. The King's fireless work in rural development and
helping needy people are not only appreciated by his
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subjects, but also recognised by scores of intemational

organizations and academic institutions around the world.
This has eamed him international rewards from

organizations and academic institutions such as:

Lifetime Achievement in Human Development Award

This was a reward fo honour The Sixtieth Anniversary
Celebrations of His Majesty's Accession to the Throne
bestowed by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) on the 26th of May, BE., 2549, This is
the first time such an award has been given. In this
case, it was fo honour HM. The King's fireless efforfs In
developmenf and the improvement of the welfare for
the Thal people which have chcwc?eﬂzed hls neign
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( United Nations Development Programme: UNDP )

s197aAUdITAAeARAUN TN AL LY IE
Lifetime Achievement in Human Development Award
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" To His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej Iin Recognition

of Lifetime Achievement In Human Development, May 2006"
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H.M. The King is the first person to receive this prestigious
award for ongoing devotion fo human development. This is
also the first time that the UN Secretary General Kofi Annan
traveled to Thailand to present the aoward personally. An
excerpt from his tfribute reads:

own hands Your Majesty's

The silver trophy has a diameter of 9.85 inches and a
height of 8.66 inches. It is shining inside and has a tidal
pattern on the outer surface. The frophy stand is made of

teak with this inscription:

o His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej In Recognition
¥
O

e Achievement in Human Development, May 2006

The trophy symbolizes a water container with a fidal
design on the oufside. Understandably, most royal
development projects involve water and water resource
management, which is a foundation of development. This
distinction is highly commendable. Teak was chosen for fhe !
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(The Bronze Vefiver Sculpture Award)
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On the 8th of December B.E. 2542, the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQ) presented the world's first
Telefood Medal to honour HM. The King for his devotion
to the improvement of the well being of rural poors
through agricultural development and self reliance.

Agricola Medal : An Honour for Agricultural

Development

On the 6th of December B.E. 2538, the Food and
Agriculture  Organization (FAO) presented an  Agricola
Medal to honour HM. The King for his devotion to
agricultural  development, water resource and forest
conservation, in order to support the principle of “future
self-sustaining development",

The Bronze Vetiver Sculpture Award

On the 30th of October B.E. 2536, the World Bank
presented the Bronze Vetiver Sculpture Award to honour
HM. The King for his devotion to soll and water
conservation and his accomplishments in academic
development and Intemational vetiver grass technology.

The Natura Pro Futura Medal: An Honour for

Biodiversity Conservation

On the 26th of January B.E. 2536, the International
Society of Chemical Ecology (ISCE) presented the Natura
Pro Futura Medal to honour HM. The King for his devotion
to blodiversity conservation, :

UNEP Gold Medal of Distinction:

35, the United
sented the

On the 4th of November
Nations Environment Progr ¢
UNEP Gold Medal of Dis
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(Asian Institute of Technology's Gold Medal of
Outstanding Leadership in Rural Development)
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Philae Medqj

Mr. Federico Mayor, the Director General of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), presented the Phiae Medal, which
consists of gold, siver and bronze, on the 2nd of December
BE 2534 to honour HM. The King for his devotion to
development and the improvement of rural people’s well
being. This medal is to honour only the heads of state., Other
recipienfs of the medal include King Gustaf of Sweden and
Prince Phiip, the Duke of Edinburgh who assumed the
Presidency of the World Wildiife Fund.

Asian Institute of Technology's Gold Medal for
Outstanding Leadership in Rural Development

The Asian Institute of Technology presented the Gold
Medal for Outstanding Leadership in Rural Development
to honour HM. The King on the 21st of July B.E. 2530, for
his tireless devotion to the enhancement of Thai people's
well being by donating land, domestic animals, plants,
medicine and clothes for poor people. His dedication to
social improvement for the benefit of the people has led
fo the creation of practical solutions to help people so
they can stand by themselves.
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Conclusion: A Tribute to the Great King

H.M. The King's achievements are recognised by Thais and people around the world. His dedication to the
development of self-reliance has been beneficial to his subjects. A tribute from the Sultan of Brunei Darussalam on
60 th Anniversary Celebrations of His majesty's Accession to the throne on B.E. 2549, reads as follows:

?“ "We are here, Your Majesty, to honour you and your people and to honour yvour life as their leader, their

?msprraﬂon and their revered Head of State...

You are Our Friend and Our Most Respected Colleague, You inspire us

‘all and we, Your Majesty's peers and admirers, honour you most deeply for this". .,e&

B lANA1591984
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A Paradigm for Natural Resources Management
According to H.M. The King’s Initiative
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An Unbalanced World

Buddhadasa Bhikkhu once declared that Dharma was nature or the law of nature. And nature represented the
opportunity for the completion of man’s duty by following the laws of nature. Consequently, a system emerged from ¥
all of these elements working in accordance with each other. If it were a unified system able to complete its
function. then the system would be capable of being self-sustaining.

The world ecosystem ifself is an interrelated system that harnesses living beings and the environment. Under the
current situation, it seems that the system is losing its grip. One of the elements -man as a consumer - has at a very
high level damaged another element of the ecosystem. Natural resources have been exploited far beyond their limit
of renewability. The world ecosystem is in a stafe of deterioration that has resulted in ever more serious negative
impacts on humanity. At this point, the appropriate course of action requires us to move away from the old
mentality. As Albert Einstein once said "We shall require a substantially new manner of thinking if humanify is to
survive”,
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Pramahagjanaka: The New Development Code
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H.M. The King has sent a message to Thai society
through the story of Pramahajanaka.
while strolling through the garden., Pramahgjanaka saw a

In one chapter,

perished mango tree which once bore abundant fruit,
but had since been destroyed by the maids,
another which bore no fruit still stood strong and proud.
The moral of the story is that the valuable resources may
be destroyed by fools while

"this- free has-survived. because..it. bears _no fruit, but

whilst
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the_other one has been forn apart because it bore fruit”.
in the story
resources. Reckless consumption will prompt depletion.
This to an uneasy future. Natural
management must follow a moral responsiveness that
consumption. So, this s
tantamount to a balance between conservation and
development adiming at sustainability.

Pramahajanaka's first priority was to ‘revive ihe
perished mango free’. His attempts to restore the tree
included nine different methods:

The mango tree represents natural

leads resource

calls for a replacement for
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mange +
possible ways: -

(1) cultivating (@) rooting

(3) cutting (4) top-working

(5) budding (6) grafting

(7) layering (8) smoking

(9) cell culturing

v

As we can see, the paradigm for natural resource
management from Pramahajoncka gives dominance to the end
resutt. Resource management is in essence utization coupled with
augmentation. In order to achieve a lasting balance among scores
of different measures, development must come along with
conservation and be restrained by mordlity. |t is imperative that a
unified goal that aftemates between modem and fraditional
choices must be carefuly chosen and in accordance with the
differences amongst geographical and socio-cultural contexts.

Man and Nature on "Living Together"

H.M. The King has been interested in studies of natural
phenomena since his childhood. He understands the Theory
of Natural Balance which consists of forest, water, soll and
living beings that are interrelated with the cycle of nature.

'People might wonder why | am interested in irrigation
or forests. | can remember that, when | was 10 years old,
my lafe science teacher on soil conservation told me thaf
mountains needs forests. Raindrops can wipe away soil
rapidly and wash it away to the stream. The mountain has
no soil cover because it has disappeared with-the current.
This is a principle of forest conservation and irrigation. If we
do not preserve the mountain forests, then we could be in
frouble because there will be no soil on the mountain, as it
was sunk into the river, causing floods. | have learned fthis
since | was 10"

H.M. The King's speech on the 25th of September B.E. 2512
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A Paradigm for Natural Resources Management According to H.M. The King's Initiative
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HM. The King profoundly understands the give and
take balance of nature. His ingenuity concerning the
cycles of natural systems - the controlling and enforcing
of the envionment which is caused by the dynamic
changes from one status to another - is effectively used
to apply to environmental system management. He uses
nature to cure itself by picking up things around us to
rectify problems that we ourselves created. It is g
thoughtful approach to blending man into a
complicated relationship with nature in a splendid and
harmonious way.

Reforestation without Planting: Thinking out of the Box

£ 'Leave it alone there for five years, do nothing and
the forest will grow intc a perfect forest. No need to
plant a single tree. That is to say. let the forest grow by

itself’, _géﬁ

H.M. The King's speech on the 4th December B.E. 2537

Reforestation without planting is in accordance with
the law of nature that relies on the cycle of forests and
of natural succession. It is an environmental adjustment
fo help compromise the growth of trees and to block
deforesters. Keep them away from disturbing the forest
for a period and some small plants will grow. Lives in the
ecosystem will flourish in a symbiotic environment. Small
plants help keep moisture in the soil, whereas bigger
trees help slow down the evaporafion of water. All trees
big and small can iive together.

HM. The King's principle is briliant, simple and most
economical. There is nothing to lose, but the gain is
immensely valuable.

Natural Water Filter: Evil Against Evil

An expermental initiative on making use of water
hyacinths to absorb filthy or toxic substances from the
sewage was assessed at Makasan pond - a large pond
in the heart of Bangkok with an area of 92 rais, to what
H.M. The King refers to as evil against evil,

‘Makasan - pond is-.q poor-man's project employing
water hyacinths., This is in fact the use of something that
can be found everywhere to clean water contamination
through using a natural filter using only solar energy and
the natural growth of the plant’. He also suggests that
Makasan pond symbolizes the kidney of Bangkok. It is q
place used to eliminate contaminants in Samsen and
Sanseab canals: 'in Bangkok, ‘we need a place fo
breathe. Here we present it as the kidney used to get rid
of pollutants and diseases. Public parks are akin to lungs,
but this is like a kidney used to purify blood., If the kidney
faiis, then we will die. Do realize this notion". The work
has tumed out to be a success for it helps to improve
water quality and to raise dissolved oxygen levels.
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building an ‘inexpensive check dam by using cheap local
materials such as nef-covered rock-fills to block the flow in
of the stream.

many separafe parts This can divert some

water and sediment., The water will then permeate info the
soil. The moisture in it helps grow plants and prevent forest
fire, Fast growing and evergreen frees will restore the
condition of the stream’,
The Benefit of Check Dams

It helps cut down soil ercsion from the current and
gather sediment along with objects taken by water to flow.

It helps complement biodiversity through preserving the
habitat of aquatic animals and is used as a reservoir for the
consumption of man and of wildlife.
Veﬂver Grass: Living Natural Wall

" “Vetiver grass holds water and ferfilizer flowing down

from the manufacture water and

mountains. Mountains

fertilizer. There is no need to buy fertilizer... Put vefiver grass

into the holes in the soil. It will grow and then collect leaves

flushed away by rainwater from the mountains. Soil will be
o ’ . ¥

built up and later can be used for planting”. &

Initiative on the 14th of July B.E. 2641

The implementation of H.M. The King's inifiative on areas
with soil erosion became successful as evidenced by the six
Royal Development Study Centres in different regions.
Vetiver grass Is planted with regard to land conditions.
Around the Farm Planting

It Is a parallel to planting vetiver grass in mountain gullies.

Vetiver grass is planted above the water level and used
as a barrier to block sediment and filter contaminants
flowing in the water source.

Vetiver grass is planted at small gullies in  an inverted
"V-shape". pointing toward the water source, while the two
sides go along with the slope.

The soll surface gets washed out less and the moisture in
it helps to grow various types of economically useful plants
as a result.

wuﬁ;ﬂ& Vol.3 Special pdblicaﬂon 2007




ﬁ‘i“"u'}‘u‘lﬂFI'LI.ﬂ'\?Ui‘VI'\NI?Iﬂ’\i‘ﬂ‘:‘ﬂil’mi‘ﬁ‘x‘ﬂ.l‘lﬂm mnumwe"9wn'ﬁ'1|ﬁaw1‘"mwauw’mw W"Iilﬁi‘;ﬁ

R » a8 8 ® s w B, B B B S N B'E-E 6.8 5 53 8 8 3 8 58 83 EGERTS

A Porcdlgm for Nah.:rol Resources Manogemem Accordsng to H.M The Ktngs Inlhoﬂve

ﬂﬁ’]’ﬂﬂ'ﬂ NNFLTMITAANITNTWEINTETTUUNG mWNLLUQU?ﬂImﬁLﬁ?Hﬁ‘ﬂ’%W‘mWEGuulﬂunﬁTlﬂﬂ1MLﬂﬂNﬁﬂFI?]?..'LI‘LI‘LWJP‘ “NLJ—IBL‘E'WM‘%“’UUUL’Iﬂﬂﬂ
NﬂW’NﬂW‘IMU’mﬂﬁT"UUNL"JF!Wi‘@ﬁi‘?i.l‘]ﬂmllﬂﬂ"ﬁ““lﬂuﬁmHMU’NBEI'NH‘EHIJ’? ‘ﬂI.'r]ﬂﬂﬂﬂ’]’?l!‘ﬂﬂmﬂ\ﬂuﬂ’lﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ')m‘ﬂﬂQﬁ@t'ﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬁwtﬂﬂﬁﬂu TE!EI'HE\‘IF’\JJ
E\'JUi"JlJHﬂqi‘3(3‘11!leLl‘l.lﬂi‘].lm'lll’m%’l?ﬂlm].l\lﬂmﬂiLl.].lﬂi“l.lﬂ'\‘l‘t'ﬂﬁti‘l.ﬁﬂ mumw':"'m‘[msm;ﬂmu

fammineng nénns —
2 Probk | + p ﬁ‘“?‘ﬁh'
AENISMILIUI o
WIZFIUATT HAWIIVIENEY
- H.M. The King's Sustainable
Approach Resutfs
-
ﬂﬂi‘lﬂﬂ"‘lﬂ"\ﬂ Lﬁuvwvuﬂ'w
De-forestation | Re-forestation | w , &
dgniilulaau - Innuuiuuazamg
amirlidaalgn @1 J fih Provide Molsture
i b Forest
Reforestation in the and food
Heort,
Reforestation without
Planting
z90d v -
V\'Llla?]l-ﬁ'ﬂ?l.l . -— ATNUDIATRULUNDAAD b 3 i =
e i g
Deteriorate Soll Make Goodness uen undedu 1@t i 1nma\1am‘uu‘a\:m
over Badness a . woaye UATEMNS
- :eﬂvel 3:0;5. » Auvivtini 1 Mo Invasimont
GRegaTion: <ic Good Soil Condition | o Aoy
and Food
4 | : l-.-)-
|
i v G
PIALAAULY UReTIn i
Water Shortage Water Is Life BENITINENT

;.}uvlma Lheck dam | Benefit to Agriculiure

UMANINIIT AN

womieluns\ i Tin

Royal Rain, |
Check Dam, . Living In Sufficiency
Parmanent Water - L o v
Source 'J danuiumanin - f ’
1 Water Supply
¥ | Guaranteed L.
iy vimsdnnnsadame s -
Flood | Good Management Sim
| 1 WANEGA | 3
; g i qiuaﬁﬁuﬁ'\ ECE Tupaludin
Meonkay Cheek, Security In Life
‘ | Drainage Tunnel, efc
1 1 dqusmlafaauunnigs
; . . No Burden for Society
e | Gaudw Besssued |
Sewage hﬁaﬁ* Simplicly by Neature W \
1 | ! I | W']Jni‘ﬂ_:lu_"]lﬁtl navuun
f I : PUNAIUT MaY anuanz T ———
i Water Filtered Less Pollution
; by Plants,
Chalpattana Water
Mill, etc
WA nmawnu
Eneray * & Replacement
4 uig‘l'.aﬁvﬂa APA19E W
LV CHIRER] it
dlodiasel, Lets Dapendence
Wind Mill, stc

Faenlsznistaut JuagUlleinn wi"mwaume-;wmaam‘lmww’muufmwms‘mm? 'iﬂn’l‘i‘i“’UUUL’JﬁﬂﬂﬂI.I.'Iﬂﬁmm']'li‘a\!l.‘ﬂ TAanunsntin
ﬂ?-Tﬂ’nuﬂmn']aamuiﬂﬂ':‘m T,miuma‘u-:‘mﬂmmiwaﬂmﬁﬂ.mNﬂu‘hmlmm'mwﬂumn mummaﬂm‘ﬂwn‘jﬂjadﬁi?uﬂnmw’%maewqw\muua Ay
amquﬂgauwuﬁ winazsasldmalulad ﬂﬂ?u'l-iﬂuenuui'aummmwummmﬂmme’lwaamamnuaeiummuﬁ Lﬂui‘mmuwﬂ?wﬁwumu'lmy
dndalasazinlddiuldlaies Tmﬂﬂmmwuuﬂﬂamﬂmmﬁ'ﬁn-mmnwma‘mmaan‘l'ﬂnﬁﬂ'ﬁ‘wﬂm‘lmmnmsnmmumwtflu“lﬂmmﬁﬁmmmaum
muﬁ"l-u‘lmﬂua‘,uuunﬁﬂﬁuﬂa fuazfuasiinamuizlunisaialslenisdauAugdausu mﬁ']um‘rm'lwmmm‘mﬂmunuamqaum mﬂﬂﬁﬂu
-uﬂ\uh,mwuuama‘wmmﬁﬁmnm'lqum

AR LA R s pd auYE sz Aing

Thalland's Neiture and Envirenment

[ I T T N N T I A I A e A I A A A A I A A A A A A e I A N I e I N N N N N N N R R |




Bufficiency Economy: A Balance of Life and Ecosystem

The philosophy of the sufficiency economy is a new thinking
derived from HM. The King's initiative. It may be applied as a
practical solution to natural resource management established
on the groundwork of nature which can be attainable to all
through a systematic submission over the diversified environment
in a holistic approach linked by logic, sufficiency and resistance.
it is determined by a knowledge base and morality variable
upon the geo-social context leading to the sufficiency of living
and the conservation of resources.

It can be said that natural resource management through
the philosophy of the sufficiency economy has brought about
goodness fo the ecosystemn. Good ecosystems as well as nature
will furnish enough harvest to feed every individual's needs. All in
all society at large bears a minimal or zero burden.

As we can see, H.M. The King has laid out an ecosystem
management plan centred on mankind in order to bring
goodness fo society as a whole by means of simplicity and of
consideration of the nature of mutual reliance. Technology can
be applied on the basis of simplicity adjusted to nature and
designs that the majority of people can afford. The adaptation
of surrounding nature means it can be used for bringing back
@ balanced ecosystem to resolve all problems that man has
created. The optimal point can be attained when, in the end,
mankind can live in a harmonious and caring life with the
nafural environment,

B 1
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An important foundation of the essence of Thai
culture Is the unigue independence and honour of
being Thai people. The legacy of Thai art and culture in
language, music, dance, literature, handicrafts, sculpture,
painting and architecture is in its own right reflected
through conventional wisdom, belief, thought and the
way of life. This promotes social stability and symbolises
the national heritage that will carry on to later
generations. The conservation of Thai heritage s,
therefore, a fostering of Thal goodness in respect of art
and culture through time.

His Majesty The King has played a vital role in the

conservation of Thai heritage. His devotion to Thai art
and culture has been demonstrated through numerous
preservation and restoration projects, which are always
developed on a solid foundation. His practical solutions
are appropriate to the Thai way of life. The following s
an excerpt from H.M. The King's speech:
EE'; ‘Do it the Thai way so we can uphold our Thai
being. The emphasis on Thai being is not Just showing
our pafriotism or protectionism. It is regrettable to take
away our goodness and even more dismaying is that it
will be our own tragedy". .o?

(H M. The Klngs speech on the 5th of November B.E. 252&)

Cultural Environment Conservation

The cultural environment is an invaluable resource. It is
a national heritage and a sign of civilisation representing past
prosperity, Ancient remains, traces of ancient cities, historical
sites and archaeological sites are all part of the cultural
heritage of the nation. They indicate settlement and civilisation
as well as social environment from the past through to the
present. However, this importance may be overlooked because
of people's unawareness of the value of this heritage. Many
ancient remains have deteriorated and become devalued.

H.M. The King redlises the importance of these ancient
remains as a national foundation. On a royal visit to Ayutthaya
in B.E. 2504, he gave a speech as follows:
ff‘ ‘Building construction these days is the honour of the
builder. However, for the ancient remains, it Is the pride
of the nation. An old brick is worthy of being preserved.
If we do not have Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, and Bangkok
then Thailand is meaningless. We should never mix up
new things with old things'that need to be preserved
because they have value in the menftality of people.
This is a. heritagefrom our forefathers and we should

keep i, o

al-.-r.-rlnn-xynuul-r-a.-nnna.-a|-a|..|-.-u.ln--.:un-.-u--u:--..na-.-

(H.M. The King's Devotion on Education, Religion, and
Culture, Ministry of Education, B.E. 2531)
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H.M. The King's advice on national anclent remains
and anclent objects reminds us to pay attention to
soclety thoroughly. Cultural property management must
take local beliefs into account as observed In HM. The
King's speech:

‘ancient objects, art works, and ancient remains are

valuable and necessary for research on history, art and

archaeology. They represent Thal civilisation from the

past. We should preserve them as our national treasures
especially ancient objects and art works by keeping and
exhibiting them in ‘the museum so students and people
can have more chances to learn”

(HM. The King's speech on the Opening of Chao
Sampraya National Museum, Ayutthaya, on the 26th of
December, B.E. 2504)

Meareover, from many royal visits o the provinces,
HM. The King has provided royal guldance on the
management of the environment upon
witnessing that anclent remains and ancient objects
were being kept Inappropriately,

‘ancient objects and art works belong to the place

cultural

of creation and should be local museum”
(23rd November, B.E. 2500)

In B.E. 2504, on a royal visit to the Chao Sampraya
National Museum, Ayutthaya, H.M. The King voiced some
concerns about the thefts of anclent objects, which
mean that, one day, Thal people wil have to leamn
about their national culture from foreign museums.

"This Is sad and shameful, We

kept in the

had befter identify and
collect our ancient objects and art works and put them

in the museum"”

(HM. The King's Devotion on Education, Religion,
and Cuiture, Ministry of Education, B.E. 2531)
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Language is a tool to communication and it is a
foundation of all of Thai culture. It characterises Thai
civilisation and prosperity from the past, Language is the
power of the nation and needs to be strongly
preserved. Thai language is part of our cultural greatness
and a part of our life. It is a priceless heritage to keep,
protect and demonstrate with pride.

HM. The King was born and raised in a foreign

nation with very limited chance to use Thai language.
However, because of his perseverance in leamning the
national language, he has fulfiled his self-obligation to
master the language as demonstrated by his speech
given to ambassadors and consul-generals working
overseas on the 29th of August B.E. 2550:
Fe I have said that when | was five, | came to Thailand
and knew nothing about Thal words. Again, when | was
11, my Thal language was stil limited, The Princess
Mother did not speak a foreign language, she spoke
Thai and that is why | knew some Thai, but | was unable
to write or read, When | was 11, | started fo leamn Thal.
Until 18, writing and reading were stil a problem. | have
tried very hard fo study the Thal language’. wﬁ‘

On the 2%th of July, B.E. 2505, a historical event

occurred at the Faculty of Arfs, Chulalongkorn University,
when HM. The King parficipated in a meeting with the
Thal Language Committee. He was very keen on the
lssues involved and had given his opinions, which
demonstrated his ability in the Thai language and
concerns for the language in terms of many
mispronunciations by Thai people along with other
problems that could bring about a decline in the use of
the Thai language.
g’{' 'Thal language is @ mechanism for the nation.
Languages are fools of humanity. It Is a tool to convey,
for one thing, fhought and beauty, like literature, for
another. Therefore, we must keep and protect our
language. We are so lucky to have our own language
since the dawn of civilisation”, ,jg

(H.M. The King's speech given for Academic Meeting
for the Deparfment of Thal, Faculty of Ars, Chulalongkorn
University, on the 29th of July, B.E, 2505)

That meeting ignited a campaign to find solutions to
the decline of the Thai language. The cabinet resolution
had declared 29th of July to be Thai Language Day
and convinced people to fulfil H.M. The King's wishes,

HM. The King is also knowledgeable in Pall and
Sanskrit. He was able to create an ancient Indian Theva
Nakari typeface by using computer graphics designed
by himself. He also ‘'fixes' New Year cards for Thai
people by using Thai Pradit fonts. All of these efforts are
aimed at promoting and preserving the Thal language.
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Another of H.M. The King's talent concerning the Thai
language is demonstrated through his translation works
of foreign literature into Thai. They are complete with
the contents and beauty of literature, such as ‘A Man
Called many short stories and
‘Pramahajanaka’. These literature works are impressively
beautiful and easy to read for people of all ages. This
is a great benefit to the Thai language. Concerning
Thai literature, H.M. The King has initiated a series of
‘Thai Junior Encyclopaedia Projects’. as he believes that
if people have been provided with resources then they
can be self - learners. The concept of one united world
and the knowledge on Thai language offered by this
encyclopaedia are beneficial to the conservation and
distribution of the Thai language. and the demonstration
of development of Thai literature as well.

These are only parts of H.M. The King's talent
concerning language. He is not only a Thai language
philosopher, but also a king who endlessly persists in
keeping Thai language as part of the national heritage.
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Invaluable for Wisdom
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HM. The King is a specialist in music and this has
been internationally recognised. When he was 37 years
old, on the 5th of October, B.E. 2507, the Institute of
Music and Arts of the City of Vienna, Austria presented
him with the 23rd honourable membership. the first ever
awarded fo an Asian.

As for national heritage in art, HM. The King is
interested music. He wishes to preserve Thai
music and Thai songs by collecting original versions and

in Thai

using them as blueprints for Thai music study. unlike the
past when they were only carried on through
memorisation. On the 14th of December, B.E. 2504, he
the Fine Arts
Department to create Thai musical notes, first edition as

advised the royal orchestra and
a textbook by donating his personal fund for publishing.
Not only was this to preserve the art of Thai music. but
In addition, he has
research on key differences of Thai musical
insfruments, which proved to be useful to Thai music.
According to a speech on Thai traditional music given
by H.M. The King.

,7”4 Thai music has a unique key. which is different. from

also fo promote it to the public.
initiated

western music. Reputable foreign music institutes have
acknowledged that the key level of Thai music is uniquely

special. So take good care of it and try not to distort rr.}?;
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Thai Architecture

The charming and elegant Thal architecture is o refle
of the nation's mentality in terms of art and culture, w
is a treasure inherited from the very beginning of time.

HM. The King has always realised the importance of
architecture, He has put great effort info the presenv
of Thai architecture through many of the grand pa
and other castles architectural projects, including t
related to Buddhism and other forms of Thai architectur

In B.E. 2524, HM. The King called for the improvemer
several throne halls and courts in the grand palace at
time of restoration. He advised on the combination of
exterior art and interior design in accordance with
purposes of building with the conservation of
architecture in mind.

A professor from the Faculty of Architecture, Siapa
University, and the year BE. 2546 national artist
traditional  architecture, MsWanida Peungsoonthon,
was an  archifect responsible for the Royal Projeci
Pramahathat Chalermrajsatha at Kusinara  Chalermra
temple in Kusinara, in the state of Uttar Pradesh, Indic
B.E. 2544, stated that the design was divided into two c
namely, the architecture and the utilization of the builc
with a local restriction on height not exceeding 19 metr

A pagoda designed by an architect had b
presented to HM. The King. He had modified the size ¢
but kept its height at 19 metres. He had also folioy
through all the steps of building until the project
complete,

*HM. The King himself had followed every step of
pagoda construction, He was committed to
conservation -of Thal architecture. The architects w
exceptionally grateful for-the opportunity to serve him'.
Professor Wanida.
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H.M. The King is Interested in local customs, royal
ceremonial affairs and the nation's art and culture, He
plays a key role in preserving the Thai heritage for later
generations. In B.E. 2504, he reinstated the Royal
Ploughing Ceremony after a long period of abeyance
because this royal ceremony stands for luck for the
farmers, who are the majority of the Thai people. The
Royal Barge Procession in B.E. 25604 and of the Landborne
Royal Procession in B.E. 2506 were also restored.
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Gp. Capt. Arvut Gnernchuglin, a former Director-
General of the Fine Ars Department, has many times
served on HM. The King's projects concerning Thai
architecture. He talked about an event that reflected
H.M. The King's vision on sufficiency. In B.E. 2539, people
had bestowed 14 rai of land to HM. The King and he
proposed the construction of Praram 9@ Golden Jubilee
as a model femple for the community. The construction
of the temple was fo follow structure, role and duty,
which specially emphasised smaliness, economy,
simplicity and the best utilization of property.

"Upon finishing the design, | presented it to HM. The
King. He advised me fo reduce the size so it would fit
the community. The initial cost of investment was cut
down from 67 to 3 milion baht. H.M. The King did not
want tfo make an unnecessarily huge project. All
consfruction materials used were made in Thailand. This
demonstrated the frue value of economy and simplicity
espoused by HM. The King. The temple hall was a
model for the later community temple that emphasised

the best utilization of property”.

Another historical event marked on day of 12th
September, B.E. 25650, when H.M. The King presided over
the opening ceremony of the newly-restored Giant
Swing made from six golden teak logs from Tambon
Huay Rai and Tambon Sai Yoi, Amphoe Denchai, Prae
Province. It was a historical royal tradition to enrich
confidence, strength and beauty to the magnificent
sacred ancient site for the timeless capital city.
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H.M. The King's devotion to the nation and the Thai
people are immeasurable. As a guiding beacon for the
Thai people, he has fulfiled his commitment to the
tenfold code of the king. As a king, he has dedicated
his entire life to restoring unique Thai traditions, which
are symbols of the nation. He commands the hearts of
Thai people who are proud of their national heritage in
art and culture. Much of his advice aims to raise public
awareness concerning the conservation of ancient
objects, art works and ancient remains. He is a role
model for Thal language preservation. His kind devotions
help all people who work in the fields of both traditional
and infernational art like architecture, visual arts,
literature and music. He leads the values and
understanding of art to the state of honourable
professionalism. Moreover, he accepts associations and
organizations related to art and culture under Royal
Patronage and provides practical solutions, which are
suitable for the Thal way of life.

For this matter, the Cabinet has on the 20th of
March B.E. 2550, approved a resolution to seek royal
permission. on honouring H.M. The King as ‘The Supreme
Patron of Thai Cultural Heritage®. for the endless
prosperity of Thal people.
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The Huay Sai Royal Development Study Centre:
A Development Path to the Philosophy of the Sufficiency Economy
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Perseverance of Development

National development as steered by the framework
of royal development projects is a process designed on
the basis of providing opportunities, means and tools for
the entire society. HM. The King, as the leading mentor
for the nation, is clearly a role model for self-
development as demonstrated by various royal
development projects. His principles rest on humanity,
diigence, tolerance and endurance in problem solving
for the sake of his people.

It has always been a Thai tradition that people
believe in being grateful to nature. We consider nature’s
goodness to be the work of goddesses, such as the
goddess of grain, the goddess of river and the goddess
of the land. We are thankful to the nature just as we are
fo our mother. This was reflected by people's bond with
nature, which changed when we became convinced
that man is an economic animal who must always take
advantage of natural resources to the greatest possible
extent through market mechanisms. We have forgotten
the real cost to nature resulting from man being not a
producer, but a consumer. Natural resources and the
ecosystem are in a state of devastation because of the
ongoing abuses,

In Thailand, soil resource problems are around é0% of
fotal area, and the affected area is increasing by about
one milion rai per year. HM. The King has diligently
demonstrated  various  solutions concerning  soil
rehabilitation and development. Good soil can be used
for agriculture and for balancing and sustaining the
ecosystem. The Huay Sai Royal Development Study
Centre is a practical solution, which is based on the key
principle specified in this speech by H.M. The King:

F% In Cha-am, soil is damaged and hard. Two years
after planting-vetiver grass and - soil has improved and
the crooked frees are now upright. It has turned into an
abundant forest, which will absorb moisture from the air
and help stimulate cloud formation and rain. Thailand wil
be plentiful and never become a desert ". _,sifé

(4th December, B.E. 2537)
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The Royal Development Study Centre: The Principles

Strategic developments like the Royal Development
Study Cenire have been established In regions facing soll
problems. It is a model used to resolve agricultural
problems in rural areas, which lack planning expertise or
guidance for career development for each class in
soclety, The primary objective is to build a centre for
research and experiment dedicated to finding sultable
means to change the traditional lifestyle of the locals.
Instead of relying on government agencies to put
measures into practice as in the past, the centre Is now
a driving force of the agenda and strategles Intended to
serve the needs of local residents as encouraged by H.M.
The King:

"It is normal for each community fo have its own

n

centre. There are tasks dedicated to the self ond not
related to others. The Royal Development Study- Centre-is
set up In order to obtain collaboration from all parties,
including agricultural and social sectors, concerning
procurement, promotion and study in a single entity,
which means people must employ all the methods

provided by the officials. The results for both sides will be

beneficial to people and the alike " V,
(11th September, B.E. 2626)
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Huay Sai: A Path to Sustainable Natural Resources Management

Taking a look back into the past, the ecosystem where the Huay Sai Royal Development Study Centre is locc
at Amphoe Cha-Am, Petchbur, was in a state of deterioration. Forest exploitation, mono-cropping and overust
chemical substances were to blame. The consequences were drought, destroyed forest and soil erosion as noted in

The King's speech on the 5th of April, B.E. 2526:
if left unattended, it will turn into a desert “

HM. The King then established research into the developmer

agriculfure and forest and natural resources rehabilitation under the name of " The Huay Sai Royal Development Si
Cenfre ". His infent was to balance man and natural resources.
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Thalland's Noture and Environment

~ The Management of the Huay Sai Roy

Development Study Cent
Most of the land on which the Huay Sai Ro
Development Study Centre Is located were damagi
Eroded or hard soll was not usable. HM, The King tr
provided the principles concerning the rehabilitation
the crumbled ecosystem by using nature through 1
combined methods of;
B Using mountains as a natural fertilizer manufacture
The mountainous area is used to grow original spec
of trees in order to preserve the ecosystem, The highla
frees also help produce fertilizer. Rain helps flush aw
the fallen branches and organic substances which
cover the soll surface,
b 2. Using mountain slopes to add soll surface
Mountain slopes are used to grow vetiver grc
fogether with other kinds of plant by following the s
rehabilitation - programme. These plants coliect sedime
and leaves, which helps keep the soll surface sultable 1
growing economically valuable trees,
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b 3. Using lower plain areas to obtain benefits from

above

The plain area is used to collect water and fertilizer
from the mountains. That can then be used for
agriculture, such as farming. This employs natural
sufficiency of process with little cost.
% 4, Making goodness from badness
f‘ﬂ'“ In order to make goodness from badness, we need
to rebuild the soil surface. Put vetfiver grass info the soil
filed with holes. It will grow and then coliect leaves
flushed away by rainwater from the mountains. Soil will
be added and later can be used for planting *. ,«.J:—f

On severely eroded soil, HM. The King advised the
use of corrective solutions by studying the topography
and the expansion of water channels caused by soil
erosion. He also provided the idea of using vetiver grass
as a fence to gather fertilizer from the mountain leaves,
which then can improve soil conditions. This is the
‘planting by ways of nature’ described in H.M. The King's
speech. Even if it needs 20 years to improve, we still must
do it:

#* ' Because good soil in Thailand is declining, we
need to improve the domaged soil and if we succeed,
then Thalland will never be down *. a8

(14th July, B.E. 2541)

Soil and Water Conservation Layout

% 1. Use Vetiver Grass as a Living Natural Wall by

1.1 Planting it parallel to the slope to help reduce
water currents and to collect sediment flushed away from
the soil surface.

1.2 Planfing it on the plains to help retain moisture
and improve soil conditions,

1.3 Planting it in forests to guard against forest fire.

1.4 Planting it in gully areas to help reduce water
currents and to collect sediment and chemicals.

1.5 Planting it on water sources so that its roots help
prevent soil erosion.

1.6 Planting it into soll filed with holes to help improve
soll conditions and keep moisture, using its leaves to cover
the soil surface.

¥ 2. Use Soll Moisturizing Technique of

21 Buiding a check dam by using easy to find local
matericls to block the guly and help reduce water
currents, spread moisture over the area and increase
underground water levels.

2.2 Buiding field terraces to block mountain gullies
pardllel to slopes to help keep moisture in the soil.

2.3 Building diversions fo redirect waterway from field
terraces so water can permeate in all directions,
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The Huay Sai Royal Development Study Cen‘rre A Development Path to the Philosophy of the Sufficlency Economy

3. Improve Soil

By using green manure, compost, liquid organic
fertilizer or the extracts from other materials, as well as
planting fo cover soil to help reduce evaporation.
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Forest Rehabilitation (per H.M. The King's initiative)
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) 1. 3 Forests 4 Benefits

Forest 1. Plant original trees such as Burmese
Rosewood, Maka, lron Wood, Siamese Sal, Rung, Yang.
efc. because they have physical strength and climate
endurance.

Forest 2: Plant fast growing trees such as Horse
Tamarind, Neem Tree, Thai Copper Pod, Bamboo, etc.
because they can improve the soil surface.

Forest 3: Plant economically valuable trees such as
Jack Fruit Tree, Cashew Nut, Tamarind, Manila Tamarind,
efc. because they are valuable for the people.

Benefit 4: Plant all kinds of frees because they help
balance the ecosystem and soil and water conservation.

b 2. Mountain Forest System
This is an irmigation system construction formed by
pumping water into the mountain reservoir and then
distributing it back to the lower level. This helps keep the
forest moist by using only natural
Fallen seeds will flow fo the lower levels and then grow
into a forest without the need of planting.

processes.

% 3. Wet Forest System
This Is a moisturizing process to support reforestation. The
distribution of water from check dams using bamboo, elastic
or PVC pipes helps molsturize and prevent forest fires,

~ Network of Reservoirs

In order to have a sufficlent water supply, H.M. The
King advised obtaining outside water source for the
centre. This nefwork of reservoirs uses a large reservolr
located on the top to distribute water into four smaller
reservolrs located on lower ground. The water first flows
from Thungkham pond (the large pond on the top) Into
Huay Thapad pond, then flows into Kapook pond and
finally flows into Huay Sal pond via water pipes, This helps
the centre to have water supply all year round.

The centre effectively uses database system
management to compute water levels, to control flows
and to plan the water supply management for
agriculture and consumption of the local people.
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1. 1ATRANBUNAIUN (81903 Network of reservoir
2. anavamzuls ; Huay thapad pond

meﬁ'mmm?muﬁﬂﬁwwu

qua’ﬁﬂmﬁwsﬁ’mmﬁ'mmwé’utﬁ'aammﬁws:swm’ﬁiﬁ
auasulyidsznauiinnugunersnssulaenisiineusy agauas
naaadliplufiae maamwaqLmumsmmwmmuLtuaﬂqwg'l,wu
INHATHALNATY INHATOUYTE ivumumHmmulmnwmmsmmmu
anAMuEDlunssy n‘auawwamwmmwumaiﬁiwmmianm
mmmlmmmanﬂﬂmmmﬁmmme uana N “memmauuauu
'lwumﬂmm\maumﬂjwmﬂLwnuamuamamaimw“mmesamﬂ T
ﬂammsiﬂuauammqmsmwm nauAsszlunasy  naudtugin
nquvinzll  nauaauninduas ﬁwmnﬁmuu Wusu

Imwaﬂnmammw

% nasaaasueITwNITAesz lunass

wieneudy umindu auriinnguertmnsdaszlunase Taad
Widsdsnsadiununguaniv Beszlunaaedn © wezumauag
W?wwma‘m mmm:iwmﬂwwmma’mfw'umm:wwu’lmﬂmm
Lammmﬂm ms:mmswmﬂwmuaﬂTm"’Iuwuw Inelusavanen
lveulng Tmaawwmsmmﬂuwaaﬂ iWuanwasuselaluaag
aImdeInnIsssnaueinuanidedlauy  iianIamdean
masauuuasaamsla  vbiideniawmuidiavinssvmanssu 1y
ytudiarugnate g A dumadeniunissznauarin agii
prinnasiemss lunaes  aswmelaliraiiudssuin e.coo UM
Aadln1n -

UNENaIT UMANAL © MrKosem mahakun

Career Developmen‘r for People

The Huay Sai Royal Development Study Centre has
supported people in terms of agricultural knowledge by
providing career ftraining, demonsirating, experimenting
with and promoting the New Theory of Agriculture.
Integrated farming, organic agriculture and agro-forest
systems are also promoted so that farmers have reasons
not fo move away and so reduce the risk associated with
their careers. They also reduce costs by being more self-
sufficient and living in accordance with the Philosophy of
the Sufficiency Economy. Besides this, career groups have
been established to set up the promotion of value-adding
for their products in order to generate extra income for
households, such as processing agricultural products, gem
cutting, batik, shimp paste, saving and dairy co-operative
groups, etc.

¥ Career Promotion on Gem Cutting

Mr. Kosem Mahakun, a member of the gem-cutting
group, gave an account of HM. The King's advice on
people’s career development so that they can be self-
sustaining and remain in the community. Job creation for
the local people like gem-cutting can help boost income
in addition to miking and feeding cows. The development
of handicrafts helps the locals develop more career
alternatives. Today, the gem cutting can increase income
by 1,000 baht per week.

Ts99uFngzlunans : cutting gems glass factory
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b The Dairy Co-Operative of Huay Sai Royal
Development Study Centre
Mr. Somkuan Swang-arom, the co-operative
manager gave an account of how prior to the
establishment of the Dairy Co-Operative of Huay Sai
Royal Development Study Centre in B.E. 2526,
pineapple prices plummeted because of oversupply.
People needed to find alternative activities to support
their earnings. The government at that time was
promoting dairy co-operatives. Currently, we have 152
members. We produce 19 tons of milk daily valued at
200,000 baht. Farmers earn at least 30,000 baht a
month and now we have many kinds of domestic
animals such as goats and poulfry, for example

chicken fed above fish farm ",
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Conclusion: A Successful Model Concerning the Stability of Natural Resources and Environment
in Accordance with the Philosophy of the Sufficiency Economy
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The Huay Sai Royal Development Study Centre is a success story from H.M. The King's inifiative. It connects
the diverse elements of the ecosystem from mountains to ocean in accordance with the Philosophy of the
Sufficiency Economy. The simple principles on reasoning, sufficiency and resistance are applied to problem solving
by using nature.

The utilization of natural resources for the utmost benefit of the local people and the environment, along
with a consideration of other elements of the ecosystem, aims at a lasting and self-sustainable model of living
based on biodiversity.

This is a development that leads to stability and the effective distribution of natural resources and environment
from generation to generation, which can be furthered according to H.M. The King's wishes.
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Lham , Proud Farmer, on the path to sufficiency
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Over the past few years, a 34-year-old farmer from Nonyang district of Yasothorn province has become known
to the general public media with the title of 'the complete farmer Lham. the pride of the grassroots',

The editor of Thailand's Nature and Environment magazine tock this opportunity to talk to him in order to absorb
his profound insights which he has gained through his thoughtfulness and determination to achieve a life of sufficiency. We,
as the editorial team, take pleasure in introducing the man to the wider public.

The Loss of Young Boy

It is widely believed that young people will gladly leave the fields to take a chance on life in the big clty. Every
vilager occasionally gets the idea that * faking a risk in the clty s far betfter than starving fo death here, where it is baren and jobless...
working in the city may be a cure for poverty”. Lham started his adolescence no different from most of the other young men In his
vilage. He was bom info a famiy of farmers. Soon affer he finkhed sixth grade, he imagined his future to be the same as everyone
else’s and fo share the same frends and values that they have. Since his parents wished thelr son to have a good life without any
problems, they encouraged him fo head to Bangkok, where he used his youthful vitality fo eam a litle income on a consfruction site. It
wos there that he leamed an important lesson In lfe, which Is the domination of people by the desire for money. In Bangkok,
everything is money and even a glass of water. He began to notice the lack of kindness with which he had been familiar for all his fife.

These experiences that he harvested from the field of life led o intemal confiict within his mind. Selfishness, greed and deception
eroded his dreams. " | never thought about being a farmer like my parents. | was mainly focused on working in the city, Becoming a
labourer could make a big difference to me. | was money - orlented and thought that having money was everything . sald Lham,
reflecting on his past.

" Affer a few years labouring, | witnessed many examples of cheating. For example, o simple spare part with a cost price of §
baht could be sold for up fo 300 baht. | thought that it was unacceptable. If | had continued to work there, | would have made more
mistakes and | redlised it was not my path. Alfhough | was bom poor, | had never been faught to cheat. So, | decided then fo quif "
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Dare to take a step backwards
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Thailand's Nature and Environment

In the current situation, where money is seen to be
the answer to everything, people should be able to live
their lives happily. However, whether we are aware of it
or not, we are being tumed into insatiable consumers. It
seems like we enjoy bittersweet happiness that lures us
into a world of illusions and we soon find
ourselves at the point of no return as our lives start to
deteriorate.

A person who understands the
sustainability will not be corrupted by the constant desire
for consumption. Farmer Lham, in the same way, took his
family back to his hometown. He was destined to follow
the same route that his ancestors had once taken.

deeper

importance of

" At that moment, no one supported me and even
my parents thought | would not be able to make it as a
farmer. So | had to work very hard to prove to our
ancestors that it was the right path for us to follow and

it turned out to be a peaceful and satisfying life".
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Back to the realm of self-dependency

His inheritance from his family was 16 rai of land.
With his family foremost in his mind and his
budget in his hand, he made his way passed the
insulting and humilitating stares of his neighbours. He

limited

turned that abuse into energy to convert his despairing
land into a dream land. Non-stop digging brought life to
a lifeless fleld. Many times he worked through the night,
light of the moon, which caused his
neighbours to call him 'Pi bah' or 'crazy ghost, The
villagers thought | was crazy because | used to dig

using the

through the night. | kept doing that because | really
believed that the harder | worked, the sooner | would
desired.

land green and, most importanf, | wanted to prove to

reach the outcome | I wanted fo make my
those people who had doubted me that | could make
"

The small pieced of land was divided into different
areas according to the guidance of the new agricultural
theory developed by His Majesty the King. Seven rai
were used for a reservoir and frog breeding and three
rai for a pond for fish. The remaining six rai were used
for his house and vegetable garden. The products of his
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land were divided Into three parts, as suggested by the  products without paying a single baht for food is an
royal theory: the first part was for sale, the second part was  aufhentic form of self-dependency. If anything needs
for himself and his family and the third part was for sharing the help of others at the beginning. then | will not do it
with his relatives and friends. "'We have to share what we because that is not the path of self-dependency to
have with our relatives because we rely on each other. They have to rely on others "

help me a lot. They are constantly visiting with handfuls of
fruit and cloth, regardless of money or in the hope of
anything in return. It is a custom that has been passed down

among Thai people". continued Lham, who added that “I wil
bond with my family through kindness instfead of money.
When | sell fishes or frogs, | always give my customers a little
exira. | don't care if | make a loss because | have a strong
desire to make merit. If | made money from wrongdoing.
then | would accrue more sins as well. | have listened to
the royal speech by His Majesty the King about the life of
sufficlency, which opened my eyes and made me see the
real truth of life. Doing work in the field is not really difficult,
but there are some complex procedures. These can’ drain
our mental or physical power, but the effects do not last for
Iong.' It provides free time later. It's different from working in
the big city where you have to race around every morning
to make the boss happy. Lham confinued with this
observation, 'If you have lots of rice in the barn, you will be
fine because everyone counts on the farmers no matter
how hi - so or important they may be. Others may leave for
Bangkok affer the rice - growing season, but | will stay and
grow any plant that turns out to be edible, using every inch
of my land. Living my life on my land among my agricultural
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The scale of happiness

Lham went on to summarise that happiness made by
one's own action through this sharp comment, 1 was once a
money-oriented man. | lived my life with sadness and the
pain of selling sfuff everyday on long journeys. Now [ have
stopped chasing money and instead it run into me. If | have
no money. then | will not spend anything. That's if. | have
food here on my own land, What else can | ask for ? My
scale of happiness may not be the same as used on the
scales in the market. It might be more or less than that. But
it depends on my willingness to sell things or just give them
away.
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Lham's agricultural work may be outfstanding, but it is also perfectly redlistic in terms of the practical
philosophy of the sufficiency economy. It Is obvious that his happiness is derived from his independence,
which is a real goal in life. The genuine definition of agriculture in the context of sufficiency may not just
require planning, but also it might be a search for a path of life which offers us experience.
Understanding life and being aware of mutual reliances with others could help us fo live in harmony with
nature and bring lasting benefits for the community as a whole.
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Chumphon Cabana:

A Business on the Path to Sufficiency
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It was on the day that the editorial went to Chumphon Cabana that the Thai Meteorological Department issued a
severe thunderstorm warning for Petchburi province, Prachuap Khiri Khan province and Chumphon province. En route, there
was heavy rain and flooding. However, our worry immediately disappeared the moment we arrived at a place bounded
with blue sky, ocean and a white sand beach. In its serenity and simplicity, we received the warmest hospitality from the
staff. Varisorn Rakphun, directfor of Chumphon Cabana, gave us an informal inferview on his life, ordeals and inspiring story
as to how inspiration from His Majesty The King helped Chumphon Cabana get back on its feet from the verge of
collapse.

Business Vision: Environmentally Friendly

Mr. Varisorn began by giving the principle of his business, which he leamed from his father.

" Chumphon has many things that other places do not. Sea, beach and quality of seawater make it a good
place for diving. Among our guests are divers, writers and conservationists,. On my business expansion, | always considered
the environment as a key factor. We work with Mr. Natapong Intuputi, an architect and Prof. Dr. A Bruce Etherington from
the University of Hawaii and the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT). Buildings here are low-rise and away from the beach.
We have always designed our resort fo be a complement to nature. | once believed that business could nof work
alongside the environment. However, | learned environmental conservation from dinner talks with my father ever since my
childhood. Besides my father, | received recommendations from Mr. Parade Payakvichian and Dr. Suraphon Sudara about
three things to consider on running a resort here:

ks 1. Avoid beach umbrelias, jef skis, scooters and banana boats because they cause visual pollution.

¥ 2. Keep goats foot creeper because it helps cover the soil.

bk, 3. Keep sea wall away from the beach because heavy wind will destroy them anyway. These are ideas that | have
always borne in mind ",
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Chumphon Cabana: A Business on the Path to Sufficiency
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Double Crises: Flood and Debts, What Is Left Behind

In November, B.E. 2532, Typhoon Gay hit Chumphon.
Everybody was in deep trouble and Chumphon Cabana was no
exception. Al activities here completely stopped. There were no
tourists, but somehow | managed to survive. In BE. 2539, | decided
to get a lean from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-
operatives in order to expand my business, even though we
dready had some debts. The business needed to continue.

In B.E. 2540, aofter the expansion we foced a lot more
problems with the environment, capital and natural disasters. In
May, the ocean temperature had risen and we encountered the
coral reef bleaching phenomenon. In July, we had problems
concemed with the floating of the baht. | had no choice. but to
borrow meney from the loan sharks, In August, the thunderstorm hit.

Chumphon was under flood. | had no idea how to cope with
the flood and huge debts. | was almost comered. The flood had
heavily damaged Chumphon. Businesses were stalled and headed
toward a recession. No one wanted to come to Chumphon.
However The King came here to fix the problems by himself. He
was worled about the people's well being. The team of Royal
Project came and stayed here because no other places in
Chumphon survived the flood. There was no food, no electricity
and no phone service, except for this place. | leamed on that day
that whenever there was a time people ugently needed help,
they could always rely on their King. The royal fund of 18 milion
baht to help people affected by the flood was immediately
drawn. That was like an unconditional loan and payable only if we
had money available, unlke loans from bank. | intended to serve
the King by providing free accommodation and food for the
team, but HM. The King refused the idea because he redlized that
we were dready in trouble. That was the biggest crisis in my life
yet. | was so fortunate fo receive kindness from H. M. The King.

Loss is Gain: Giving is Taking

In BE. 2541, H. M. The King visited Chumphon again. He said, ‘Do
not stop growing rice, whatever happens, Chumphon locals wil stil
have rice’. My mother told me that we had to grow rice for H. M. The
King. | had no idea what to de because | had no knowledge about
agricutture. After fial and emor for a year, | an info even bigger
problem. My debt was double. For a moment, | thought my business
wes finshed, Forfunately, one of the guests recommended me to Dr.
Wiwat Sankumjon when | told him that | wanted to fulfil HM. The King's
phitosophy, but had no idea how fo do it.

DrWiwat told me to forget about money. He said that money is the
root of all evis ( the more you have, the less you care about others).
There are three key aspects that | need fo remind of myself al the
fime. They are 1. vigorous: be enfhusicstic to help people, 2. vibrant; be
energetic for seffdimprovement, and 3. vivid: be dynamic on teamwork,
Before helping others, | need to be self-reliant, As a simple anclogy, if |
want to eat rice, | need to grow rice by myseff. But if | cannot do I,
then | must get help from others. Many people do not understand that
to ghve, It does not aways mean to offer money. Forgiveness and
opportunity are the greatest giffs. | have changed my ideas on
econemic theory from it being profit-ciiven to It being one of ‘our loss is
our gain” as a concept leamed from HM. The Kings o give’ and 'fo
sacrifice” that resulted In profit in tems of the people’s well being.
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Inside Qut: Start from Yourself

Varisorn went on to say that putting the theory into practice was not easy,
but It was not too difficult either, Since we had some advisors helped. Firstly, we
applled a cencept leamned from H. M. The King's path of rice, a self-sufficient rice
farming method which uses no chemicals from BE. 2542, However, it was
unsuccessful. Then | remembered H. M. The King's advice on the ‘inside ouf’,
which Is to ask the needs of vilagers before offering anything to them. | went
back to ask them. It tued out that they did not want to change the way they
grow rice because they have all used chemicals as long as they could remember,
So | started by recruiting staff to change ‘one step af a fime'. We used to buy
rice from downtown, which was shipped from Korat, The costs of transportation
and gas were added up. We kept a lot of rice stored in the barn, but that could
not be sold because of becoming damp. We bought it from the villagers one
cart every month and used it for our employees' dally consumption of three
mecls. We also made bread and Thal dessert for our guests, We had gained by:

ks 1. Reducing costs of buying rice

ks 2. Raising income for the villagers

ks 3. Boosting employees' health because we use high nutrition rice

ks 4. Adding on by-products from the rice miling process such as chaff and
rice bran used to make fertlizer, food for fish, and rice bran oll in the near future

On rce Farming season, our employees who mostly are villangers can use

our fleld to grow rice for their household consumption. They are happy In what
they are doing and we are able to cut down on a lot of expenses. We have
started with a small rice mill and learmed that ‘a small rice mill is an important
factor for the well being and self-reliance of farmers'. That only costs 25,000 baht.
At that time. | was beginning to get the picture of HM. The King's reminder on
never to stop growing rice,
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Um choo Company Unlimited: Sukho's Eggs

Then we wanted eggs so we started a chicken farm and
called it "‘Um choo Company Unlimited”. it was a small project in
co-operation with employees to boost their income. The first project
was ‘Sukho's Eggs” which was named after. Mr. Sukho, one of our
employees who was responsible for the chicken farm. We
supported the organic farming of 100 chickens, which could
produce 70 eggs a day for use within the resort. If we needed
more eggs then we only bought them as necessary. In addition to
producing eggs for us, chickens can help by eating our waste food
and their droppings can be used as fertilizer.

laiala : Sukho's Eggs
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Plearn Ga_['_den;

Pleam is a mixed word from playing and leaming. King Rama
VI wanted to make learning more enjoyable for children, not just a
mere reading and memorizing experience. An integration of body
and mind should be part of leaming. Plearmn Garden was beorn on
this notion and built on a 14 Rais.

Plearn Garden utilizes the concepts from all six Royal
Development Study Centres. They are the Makasan pond and
Pakbia cape for wastewater treatment, the Huay Hongkrai Royal
Development Study Centre for development and conservation of
soil and water resources by vetiver grass planting and check dam
building, the Kungabane Bay Royal Development Study Centre for
aguaculture  development and the Huey Sai Royal Development
Study Centre for growing plants on sand and the knowledge of
domestic animal farming. Four Components of Plearn Garden:

1. "fo see” the beauty 2. 'to smell” the flowers

3. "fo swallow” good tasting food 4. ‘o drink” away thirst AIUWAL : Plearn Garden

e ; i :
7 3 adufiv Vol.3 Special publication 2007




1 I v - e =
quws ATUIUN ITATE q9ﬂa1u1na11uw&1waq

: éhf}m‘phlcn. Cabana: A Business on the P'ctﬁ fo ’Suf'fic'ien'cy'

lnsssuaa sTuunuuIauln

“Uumwuunaummuﬂmﬁaﬁ*mmmmm ANt E UL
i ﬂﬂ‘lulwm‘lmaaﬂnmniﬁmwma ﬂnmunimuﬂﬂumﬂmumfwm
wuunau LLB~HUWWHNWEEBH\1U ﬁ”li‘ﬂ‘}{]‘uﬁlﬁl’]JJLLu'JW’a‘”':TT']Jm"ITL'HU‘a\.UU
“lm-aﬁmmm wuwwm?mmmﬂ'ﬁwmmmq lunsthdaisudnauam
(OFTTITIDETTH) gl nnvden nnnau dumean amsevansyaen
msvamanentnshus s agssnang Wivdnneiiusmen Taeluuasiu
mmsﬂwuuL’mumfumwaﬂ"lmmﬂmw 200000 AnsAaiu vinlitagliu
wuwma"l.u?amw ‘lmnnwmuﬂwummmmmm LLauﬂ's:ijumurfmu‘lﬂ
maamwmmamm?nnﬁmﬁu AsUTmusssuLazifuesyuTy n“]ums
quﬁmmwmwwm aluduiadanmuas mwmwmmammu%’iﬁimﬂ
JIHANEUAZIWHA AN

The Natural Kidney: Water Circulation I —
e lmassuané : Water Circuiation

Water circulation inside the resort controls our closed system of water. No water will be released outside the resort except
for excessive rainwater. We take directions from H. M. The King's initiatives conceming the natural kidney and wetiand systems
using freshwater planfs like water hyacinth (evil against evil), cattail, sedge and several kinds of water weed to filter water through
a natural kidney using a water pump. More than 200,000 litres of water can be circulated in this way daily. Now we always think
about including beauty and benefit like activities, arts and local traditions Into all development projects for added value to our
resort In terms of geographical landscape and knowledge.
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Money in Our Pocket

Our economy starfs from employees who are mostly villagers living on a subsistence basis and with a social
structure based on helping each other. The tourism industry can be a supplement fo their income and help ease
deficiencies. It Is not a replacement for local tradifions. Our economic projects are set up for the purpose of helping
local residents by supplementing their income. Each month we spend several hundred thousand for products and raw
materials, If we buy from our employees, thelr relatives and local residents, then their income will increase and we get a
better bargain because there are no intermediaries involved. In addition, for something that is of no value on the market,
but which we need Iin the resort, we can get it by posting a list on our board called "our economy’. which is placed in
front of the kitchen. Everyday our employees look at what we need. This can satisfy everybody,
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Noturol Pc’th of Self-Reliance, Cost Cutting
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These days, our resort uses bIoTecHnoiogy in dedling with
kitchen leffovers like vegetables and fruit. We make cleaning
solutions from pineapples. limes, bergamot and honey and use
it to clean all our guest rooms. We use no chemicalsand that
helps cut costs by 10,000 baht per month. Fertilizer is made
from leftover food. By using only natural lng!edien'fé, the
condition of wastewafer freatment are water quality. better.
Problems with smell, clogglng cockroaches and flies are mmost
gone. Moreover, we also apply other -theories such as coal
made from wood and fruit- preservatives processed by a /11- X

C oven: These producfs help promote better health for tpofh

'humcn§ and animals, as well as better condifions for ‘the
-~ environment. They c:on be used fo. decorate homes, punfy the

air and obso:b ,edours and humldrry Mixing ceoal wmvfhe soll
could helg ‘increase it circulation and act Gﬁ*{ nutritional
supplerhent plant by providing calcium, pgjasﬁ:m rmagnesium
and other etemen’rs Coc:l -also hdps"';reo’r wastewater and
Irnprove water condltlonsgm well as ﬂﬂeﬂng drinklng water.

= “@ﬁﬁmphon Cobona Resort

applicaﬁon of the
Phﬂosophy of the
from crlsls Qnd

prornoﬂng _1he qua!ﬂy of life cnd developlng human capability
are all inspi ed_by H. M. The King, the giving father of .our land.
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The man ,who is crazy on planting trees
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A ‘green space” is one of the natural components of life that enriches human existence. However, the world's current
environmental problems have become critical and have started negatively to affect people's lives. Areas that used to be fertile
have been destroyed by exploitation and thoughtlessness and the amount of green space disappearing around the world is
now approximately equal to one football pitch per second. People's lack of concern about this issue will surely come back to
haunt them in the future.

On the other hand. in the little world of the book * The Man Who Planted Trees “written by the French author Jean
Giono, the main character represents the ordinary person who is up to his eyes in working at an apparently small task which
creates a large output. The man, Buffier, revives land that appears fo be dying and makes it green again.
In the real world, Buffier is not just a character in a book, but can be seen in the form of many ordinary people who dare fo
change the world by starting fo do something in which they strongly believe. Masanobu Fukucka is @ common man who
brought about a revolution through a single straw of rice. In Thailand, we have grandfather Viboon Khemchalerm, who has
raised the standard of living of farmers through the use of agro-forestry.

Police sub-lieutenant Vichai Suriyuth, an old man living in the Prangkoo district of Sisaket province, is an example of an
ordinary man doing something for his fellows without ostentation. Working for twenty years with his weeding tool and shovel,
Police sub-lieutenant Vichai has been traveling on his motor cycle on the roads and public spaces of his neighbourhood to
plant trees. In the early days of his work, people laughed at him and labelled him a ‘madman’. But now that his handiwork has
flourished and is providing shaded roadsides for everyone. It has become recognised as a public good for the whole
community.

‘Tree planting is a very worthwhile charity because the plants that | have grown will be a benefit for everyone in the future"

All of the great achievements of humanity are spurred by some kind of inspiration. The three concepts that occurred to
Police sub-lieutenant Vichal in creating his "Land of Virtue" ideology still resound in his head:

One: relying on ourselves with dignify

Two: being actfive and smart and avoiding all vices

Three: having sympathy for neighbours who are suffering, and participating in finding solutions
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The endeavours of uncle Vichai are based on his strong faith in the principle that ‘before growing seeds, the soll needs to be
prepared. Before eating, food needs to be prepared. Before developing the country, al cifzens need to be educated. Before
educating people, their minds need to be improved. Above all, before developing others, we need fo develop ourselves first”

Another principle that has influenced uncle Vichai and enabled him to maintain his devotion is a lesson he leamed from a monk:

He said that there are many good lecturers in Thailond because we can see so many scholars and doctors. However, it s hard
to find people who are teachers of practice”

These factors are mofivations that have made uncle Vichai become a leader who has truly changed Prangkoo through leading
by example and by his seffiess devotion.

Many projects are considered to be ‘work fo give®” and not ‘work fo gel’. For example, growing yang frees for residential
construction, planting drumstick frees to increase moisture when there is a drought, growing sugar palm trees so their trunks can later be
used for many purposes, and changing the old ways of agrculture from faming the salt fields fo joint plantations in line with the
sufficiency economy concept.

If uncle Vichal had not shown great determination and ambifion fo work as hard as he has done, then the resuling social
change would never have happened.

T am very proud to come from a farming family. The suroundings have forced me to be inventive, put me under pressure and
encouraged me always to keep on leaming. | have worked on developing my bellefs based on frusting my ideclogy. Once | was just
a vilager working without any support or assistance, but after the mass media became interested, people in society have become
inferested in my work and accepted it as valuable'
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In the future, | plan to change the meadows fo foresfs.
The farmers will enjoy happy lives of self-sufficiency that will be
replete  with well-being in terms of food and their
accommodation. When the nim frees have grown, their leaves
are edible and their wood can be used for many
applications. Planting frees refurns freshness fo the dry season
and It also brings perpetuity fo the natural world’. continued

Uncle Vichai, arficulating his dream.

Blissful society, sharing with nature

Today the pavements along the roads of Prangkoo are
shaded by the yellow blossom of drumstick trees, toddy palms,
Khee-lek trees (of the genus Cassio) and a varety of other
plants. The richness of the plants makes this rural area
become abundant in food like @ natural supermarket,

For example, Khee-lek curry, a traditional dish useing the
leaves of Khee-lek as one of the main ingredients, provides
medical benefits in terms of being a loxative, nourishing
eyesight and facilitating urination. The sugar palm, meanwhile,
provides wood that, together with its fruit, stalks and leaves,
can be used to produce various souvenirs which the villagers
can sell and thereby eam extra income.

The tree is a living thing that can provide great benefits to
all living creatures. In particular, trees are the source of four
requisites of society: food, accommodation, clothes and
medicine. They are beneficial to people and to soclety.

‘We can return the four requﬁsffes to Mother Nature and
restore a good and healthy environment through investing cur
infelligence and determination. Money is not necessary and, in

the future, our works will bring many good: results”.
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Real happiness is giving

In order to satisfy our needs, it seems that we spin the world in one direction so as to obtain happiness by taking.
Yet Police sub-lieutenant Vichai Suriyuth has shown that happiness can result from giving not taking.

Following the doctrine of Buddhism, nafure is considered to be a beautiful environment and a source of delight and

health with which humans should maintain @ balance. It is possible for people to become perfectly harmonized with
nature.
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