


Editorial Note
 The Nature and Environment Journal 
Vol. 7 No. 4 (October - December 2018) is 
proud to present various stories on the topic of 
“Sustainable Tourism”, by introducing the 
readers through the knowledge, activities and 
participation of local communities to form a 
model of tourism management; in raising 
awareness and bring out the responsibility that 
people should have toward natural resources, 
local traditions, and cultures, as well as toward 
their own characteristics and unique 
community’s identity. The Editorial Board of the 
Nature and Environment Journal have genuinely 
picked out many interesting articles to be 
published in each column. Starting from the 
cover story, “Krabi … and its Green Style 
Tourism”, to uncover the treasure of local travel, 

creatively enhance the idea of Smart Tourism; a 
tourism that leave the visitor with unforgettable 
impression and make them willing to revisit 
again. AND DON’T MISS! The special 
interview of Dr. Poramet Boonnumsirikij, the 
President of Tourism Academic Association of 
Thailand and t he lecturer of Faculty of Business 
Administration (Tourism), Ramkhamhaeng 
University, who will open up to share his idea 
and perspective on the sustainable natural 
resources and environmental management and 
tourism. Moreover, the Editorial Board of 
Nature and Environment Journal have selected 
many fascinating stories for all the readers to be 
worth following.

 The Editorial Board of Nature and the 
Environment Journal hope that the stories in 
every column will inspire the reader to go out 

places with a “Green heart”, a heart of 
environmentalist, who are willing to concern 
and conserve the cultures and local traditions, 
following the principle of “Sustainable 
Tourism”.
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The United Nations Climate Change 
Conference: Additional sessions of the subsidiary 
bodies took place between 2-9 September 2018 at 
United Nations Conference Centre of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 

th September 

of the 23th

th
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accelerate the development of the implementation 
guideline to allow a full operation of the Paris 

updated information on the implementation of climate 

Environment hosted the welcome dinner at the Royal 
th

September 2018 to offer Thailand’s warm hospitality 

The meeting aims to provide a platform for 

Parties adopted the Paris Agreement and mandated the 

This meeting is the last meeting for Parties to negotiate 
on this important details which cover a variety of 
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enhanced transparency framework for action and 

and modalities and procedures of the committee to 

including the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

this meeting together with delegates from 196 

discussion on each important issue while using the 
informal notes from the previous meeting as a starting 

adopted the informal notes that capture the progress 

that the progress of each agenda are advancing 
differently such as information and accounting of 

contentious issues that need to be resolved are; 

developed countries to developing countries under the 

Partie’s  deliberations in adopting relevant decisions 
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Green Style
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developments in all aspects of tourism industry of 

 According to the research study of Professor 
Assistant Siwarit Pongskornrangsi from Walailak 

responsible travel stimulation as well as implanting 

the beginning of facility developments that result in 

would convince all parties and sectors to pay more 
attention to activity and way of life that are sustainable 

Krabi … and its 

Green Style 
Tourism

city where people live their simple way of life and 

increased in both tourism and agriculture sectors 
especially tourism that generate great amount of 

attracts people within Thailand and from other foreign 

it results in the declination of natural resources and 

troublesome of  social and way of 
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and environmentally friendly such as reductions on 

 Regarding to the necessity and the importance 

stories from the remaining traces that has been passed 

Sea Gypsy

Buddhist Thai is a traditional people from 
Nakhon Si Thammarat since the times of catching 

Thai Muslim is a group from various origins 

form southern bordering provinces of Thailand 

Chinese is a group of various Chinese such as 
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group that worked in tin mines and became mine 

another group were adventurer that came from Penang 
of Malaysia and traveled along the coastlines such as 

Krabi Once Again

environment of Andaman Sea with local communities 
by management of each community will directly 
spread out the numbers of tourist and income to the 

product that each community can directly provide to 

Krabi Once Again, Always Romantic … 
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Krabi Once Again, Always Happy … Visit 

happiness that is surrounding by friendship and nature 
and listen to yourself from inside of you in harmonious 

against leaves of mangrove forest while let your 

Only the Environmentally Friendly 
Tourism is the answer to solution of local survival and 

environmentally friendly of the tourism and promote 
the idea of sustainable tourism to travelers and its 
operators in Thailand and other foreign countries that 
will be the key for tourists to make decision on 

Krabi Once Again, Always Fascinating …

17



 

18



  The tourism industry is a major industry that 
has generated a tremendous amount of revenue for 
Thailand. Tourism is important for national economic 
development which has led to better living standards 
and quality of life for Thai people. Therefore, Thai 
government has developed many infrastructures and 
facilities for tourism development, both in public and 
private sectors such as transportation routes, roads, 
sky trains and supported buildings. Additionally, 
Tourism Authority of Thailand has an important role 
in promoting tourist attractions to become 
well-known, both on a national and international level. 
Nevertheless, the growth of the tourism industry does 

impacts on the environment of tourist attractions such 
as problems of deteriorating landscape, pollutions and 
wastes. Moreover, it may also negatively impacts on 
local communities such as increasing living expenses, 
changing local lifestyles toward city society, and 
risking to loss local identity. 

 It is an honor for the editorial board of 
Nature and Environment Journal that Poramet 
Boonnumsirikij, Ph.D., a president of Tourism 
Academic Association of Thailand and a full-time 
lecturer at tourism department of Business 
Administrative Faculty, Ramkhamhaeng University, 
provided a view on the situations of global and 
Thailand sustainable tourism. And what local 
communities need to prepare to cope with the change 
in Thailand’s global status in order to compete with 
other countries as well as maintaining the awareness 
and the value of ecosystem conservation for the 

support the development of the sustainability of 
Thailand’s tourism industry. 

Situations of Global and Thailand 
Tourism   
 Today, the overall global tourism is growing 
and the number of tourists has continually increasing 
every year. The World Tourism Organization 

Special Interview

How to 
  travel 
sustainably? 

By Editorial Board
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considered as average compared to tourist spending 
per day in other Asian countries, and it was only lower 
than the tourist expenditure in Singapore, which is 
triple the amount of tourist spending in Thailand. In 
Thailand, a tourist approximately spends 3,000 baht 
per day. The spending is an important factor for 
international tourists. Regarding tourism revenue at 

can only be estimated. Thus, if Thai government 
considers tourism as part of the country’s industry, the 
revenues from the international tourists can be used as 
the budget for country development and the domestic 
revenue will be a part of the income distribution to 

is necessary to determine how much revenue from 
tourism in both international and domestic levels 
really reaches Thai people or Thailand’s GDP from 
tourism revenue which is also affected by the GNP of 
other countries. 

Thailand’s Tourism Trend  
 Today, many agencies are working on tourism, 
namely Ministry of Tourism and Sport (responsible for 
Thailand tourism’s policy), and the National Tourism 
Policy Committee (establishing policy and tourism 
management and cooperation among tourism sectors). 
In addition, there is a state enterprise, Tourism 
Authority of Thailand, who is in charge of tourism 
marketing and advertisement in worldwide stage. The 
public organization, Designated Areas for Sustainable 
Tourism Administration, established by the law of 
public organization under the royal decree, Designated 
Areas for Sustainable Tourism Administration (Public 
Organization), B.E. 2546, there are designated areas 

present, Thailand has 8 designated areas for sustainable 
tourism which were announced by the cabinet. 

Special Interview

(UNWTO) has forecasted future international tourism 
will expand wider in Asia. In the past, global tourism 
mainly congregates in the major cities of Europe such 
as Paris of France, which has the highest number of 
international tourists, and the United Kingdom. For 
Thailand, the number of international tourists has also 
increased compatibly with a report of UNWTO, which 
predicted that the tourism trend of international tourists 
in 2018 would increase 7 percent higher than the 
previous year. Also, tourism would bring revenue of 
more than USD 1,340 million or a 5 percent increase. 
At present, Thailand tourism has more visitors 
compared to 4-5 years ago, which was also much 
higher than the past record. It was predicted in the past 
that there would be more than 20 million tourist 
arrivals in 2018, but the number has gone far beyond 
that prediction. As we can see, now the majority of 
tourists came from China, which used to be from 
Malaysia. For the future trend, it is forecasted that the 
number of tourists will continually increase. However, 
the number of tourists may not be as predicted if there 
is an unusual event such as tsunami, SARS or political 
crisis. 
 Although the number of tourists is increasing, 
it is also important to look at their expenditures. At 
present, rate of tourist spending in Thailand is 
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Thailand Convention and Exhibition Bureau (Public 
Organization) was established in accordance with the 
royal decree, B.E. 2545, to support and develop 
Thailand to become a center of business convention 
and exhibition. Obviously, Thailand gives their priority 
on tourism management with more than 4-5 working 
governmental agencies. 
 Thailand tourism development emphasizes on 
the campaigns of visiting the promoted cities or 
provinces, more than 20 provinces. However, it was 
found less than one third of these 20 tourist areas have 
more than 1 million tourists. At the moment, Tourism 
Authority of Thailand has preceded their marketing 
strategy to support second-tier tourist cities in 55 
provinces. Furthermore, Thai visitors can bring 
receipts from tourism spending for tax deductions. In 
the area with high density of tourist activities, more 
than 22 provinces, were declared as a tourism 
development zone. For example, the tourism 
development zone of the eastern coast are Chonburi, 
Rayong, Chantaburi and Trat Province as well as the 
tourism development zone of the western are 
Petchaburi, Prachuab Kirikhan, Chumporn and 
Ranong Province. In fact, there are other tourism 
zones such as the tourism development zone of 
Andaman and the tourism development zone of Lanna. 
These zones are also called ‘Cluster’ having their own 

future, it is expected to form the connections, 
exchanges and expansion within each zone and other 
surrounding provinces to increase the number of 
tourists.   

 Sustainable tourism is a type of tourism 
emphasizing on economic, social, cultural and 
environmental values as well as concerning on having 

the responsibility toward natural attractions that have 
their own identity and cultural values relating to local 
ecosystem. The World Tourism Organization 

tourism since 1988, which is “Tourism that can support 
all resources management with a method that responds 
to the economic, society and aesthetic needs. At the 
same time, it can maintain culture and ecological 
process which are necessary for biodiversity and other 
systems to support living organisms.” When we talked 
about sustainable tourism, many people thought only 
about the continuity of the number of tourists. In fact, 
it is important to discuss on major components that 
make the tourists decide to visit those attractions such 
as state of the environment and identity of those 
attractions. Although there are many tourist attractions, 
tourist activities have deteriorated the tourist sites, 
which will lead to the decreasing numbers of tourists 
and losing their attractiveness. Sustainable tourism is 
not a free style tourism. Nevertheless, we need 
methods in limiting the number of tourists. Many 
cities in Thailand had started to focus on carrying 
capacity to identify the number of accessibility. 
In some aspect, if high number of tourists visit the 
attraction without causing damages to the environment, 

Special Interview
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it is still possible to increase more people, depending 
on the appropriateness and its circumstances. Number 
of tourists is not the only factor for consideration, the 
behavior of tourists toward the nature and environment 
are also important; many visitors brought back their 
garbage after ending their travels. 
 In the meantime, it is essential to conserve 
socio-culture. It is needed to be aware of the local 
lifestyle. As we can see, many cities have been changed 
from the impact of tourism; changes in local lifestyle, 
culture and tradition. It is important to ask how we can 
preserve culture for the next generations while never 
forget the identity of local community. There is a case 
that should not be happened. When the tourists come 
for visitation and seeing that everything in the 
community is unreal, local people wear a national 
costume just for presentation. The whole community 
is just like a Disneyland. The tourists should have an 
opportunity to see the communities in their normal 
days; no extra activities should be added all the time 

people to create more activities and increase price of 
tourism. For example, in a case of rice farming, the 

farming activity as in Thai culture we do not grow rice 
all year round. There should not be rice farming 

activity, conducted just to entertain the visitors such 
as showing rice farming in the morning, in the evening 
performing removing seedlings, and the next day 
repeating these activities again. If the local people 
prefer to demonstrate these activities, it would be 

demonstration and education. This will create a 
tourism activity which offers additional income to the 
local people as well as leading to sustainability. In this 
way, the community will be able to live their lives 
without concerning about tourists all the time.

industry to reach the goal of UNWTO in regard with 
establishing the sustainable tourism for both a domestic 
and international level. The most important thing is 
that all sectors; public, private and the people, 
collaboratively work in pushing and supporting 
sustainable tourism, and moving in the same direction. 
Last but not least, it is important to balance the 
development of economic, socio-cultural and 
environmental dimensions. These will assure that 
natural, cultural and historical attractions will continue 
exist in our country and well-preserved for the next 
generations to see and learn the origin of their 
ancestors. 

Special Interview
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An accessibility to information on dinosaur is 

mainly aimed to build up knowledge and respond to 

attractions because content can be regularly 

a number of these tourist attractions can be raised 

Sita Manitkoon 

Mahasarakham University

northeastern plateau of Thailand was dominated by a 

“Phuwiangosaurus sirindhornae ”
dinosaur or fossil that has been discovered in Thailand 

The stories of dinosaur have been published 

primitive animal 

does not only support children’s development but also 

Even adult could also be mesmerized by these 

other present animals; some are enormous; some are 
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income from selling souvenir and developing their 
own products from local wisdom such as handcraft 

interested in the dinosaurs has come to visit the 

museum and local administration organizations have 

is the main organization responsible for fossil 

conducting research and collecting the basic 

as to organize academic services to share the 

paleontological tourist attractions in Thailand are;

The largest learning center of paleontology 

be a 10th

showcasing the dinosaur fossils from all around the 
th
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an academic service for organizing paleontological 

Paleontological Research and Education Centre is also 

in which the 8th and 9th dinosaur species Ratchasimasaurus suranareae and Sirindhorna khoratensis were 

many dinosaur species that have been discovered at the 
Phu Wiang valley; long-necked herbivore dinosaur 
Phuwiangosaurus sirindhornae, carnivore dinosaur 
Siamotyrannus isanensis, 
Siamosaurus sutheethorni
Kinnareemimus khonkaenensis
Research Center and Dinosaur Museum was established 

 Department of Mineral Resources
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mesmerizing geography such as limestone mountain 

that conservation and arts and sciences tourisms have 
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Pred Nai community by using an income from tourism 

is on its simple way of life and strong unity of 

virtue and honesty among community members to 

Baan Pred Nai
Nai becomes a model of happiness community that 
genuinely welcomes guests to learn and gain new 

History of Baan Pred Nai community

The first myth

The second myth 

canal within the village mainly used for boat 
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10 households who did farming and making ropes 

A relationship among community members was a 

Pred Nai community showing trust and safety within 

Chinese culture especially the ancestor worship 

Not-to-be-Missed: Story of Baan 
Pred Nai community 

The mangrove plants include Ceriops tagal, 
Xylocarpus granatum, Rhizophora apiculata, 
Rhizophora mucronata, and Avicennia alba, as well as 

mangrove forest cannot be measured in terms of 

changed from rice farming to a modern shrimp 

resources and forest were destroyed due to a forest 
concession given to investors for timber and charcoal 

illegal logging and canal dredging in forest reserved 

they would live without the mangrove forest since 

called “Conservation and Development of Mangrove 

The modern  shrimp farming is a 
shrimp farming that use chemical 
in the process, which hazardously 

affected ecosystem. 
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community has clearly declared their protected areas 

the rule is a closure of the mangrove forest for natural 

Another rule was called “stop catching hundred and 

common agreement to stop catching crab every 

th

mangrove reforestations and promoted natural shrimp 

technology with local wisdom by invented the rubber 
tire to prevent coastal erosion and impact from shell 

community also turned its crisis into an opportunity 

within an old forest concession area and old shrimp 

solving resources problem was not adequate for 

raising a better living quality for people in the 

problem to live without poverty and debt that were 

Success of Baan Pred Nai community
The mangrove forest is full of plant and an 
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The community can build a strong network 

natural resources and raises an awareness to 
sustainable conservation of the natural resources for 

The community has not only become a 

to build basic knowledge and raise awareness for 

awarded for the 1st

ment of Marine and Coastal Resources has been 

collaboration with every sector including 

community members are aware of an importance in 
restoration of the natural resources and raise quality 

Nai community becomes a model of true happiness 
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Let’s get to know “Kiriwong”

village’s name has been changed to be corresponded 

within a peninsula climate so there are only 2 seasons 

natural resources in collaboration with outside 

The more you know, 
the more you love… 
Kiriwong

43



44



roots from these trees help binding the soil surface 

trees along the riverbank creates a good landscape for 

a natural enrichment community with better quality 
of life through various career building groups 

the best Thailand Tourism Award under a City and 

as a result of a strong community group in initiating 

important tourist attraction of Nakorn Si Thammarat 

doing farming and working cooperatively to create 

Pollution Control Department had measured the air 

contamination per 1 m3 of air is considered as good 

only consists of 9 microns of contamination per 1 m3

Kiriwong Lifestyle
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is an incredible self-reliance community and a 
 

factors; 
Relative society system 

They have strong relationship with high unity and 
creativity to form various activity groups to help each 

differ from the past with less social time among 

Local wisdom
 Local wisdom is the essential part of their 

local wisdom was developed from their adaptation 

local herbs applying the local knowledge and wisdom 

into famous products; a mangosteen peel soap that 

Local resources enrichment

by keeping the community clean through performing 

community rules for tourists prohibiting them from 
bringing the garbage from the outside into the 

 
ecotourism management from their enrichment in 

Natural landmarks
 Nan Hin Tha Ha Fall:

which is beautiful and suitable for swimming and 

 Wang Mai Pak Fall:
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Baan Kiriwong Bridge, Tha Dee Canal:

take photo at this bridge; otherwise it seems that they 

Products
 Natural color wax pattern batik group: A 

who created natural colored batik using local 

to earn the additional incomes during free time from 

 Natural color tie dye group:  A leader of 

The foundation suggested the group to create tie dye 

Herb house group: 

49



50



helping each other and solving problem by letting the 
members working at home and designing their own 

sustainability in the community has to come from 

Challenge and opportunity in sustainable 
tourism management 

rapidly changes among popularity in ecotourism 

tourism also continuously generate great amount of 

own local lifestyle and maintaining the sustainable 
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Birds 
Utain Phummarin
Nature communicator Nature Plearn Club

 City birds are birds living among us in human 
residential area or in the city and even in the urban 

amazingly unfold the world of nature to the urban 

of the important factors in the ecosystem; balancing 

a variety of eco-recreation activities such as bird 

presence of large trees that they use for nesting and 

Magpie Robin could indicate a group of shrubs for 
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to observe and learn all kinds of bird in the city; the 

places for family to spending time together; place 
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there are wide varieties of bird that can be found 
throughout the city especially during their seasonal 

park that consists of the largest botanical garden in 
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the unique orange underparts that could only be found 

good quality of life; living in the healthy ecosystems 

that could provide free ecosystem services such as 
freshness of the air and sound aesthetics from the 

environment around us such as conserving the bird 
biodiversity through these simple activities; 
 • Protect birds from pets: Put the leash on 
your dog when they goes out and leaving the cat in 

created the sound that could alert the birds before 

around the house or garden to organize the bird 

59



(Sustainable Tourism)
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• ¡ÒÃ¹Ó à¢ŒÒáÅÐ¡ÒÃãªŒ¾ÅÑ§§Ò¹
à¾ÔèÁ¢Öé¹

• ¡ÒÃ¡Ñ´à«ÒÐªÒÂ½˜›§à¾ÔèÁ¢Öé¹
• 

• 

à¾ÔèÁ¢Öé¹ 

• 
• 

• ¡ÒÃà¡Ô´ä¿»†ÒÅ´Å§
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

·ÃÑ¾ÂÒ¡Ã´Ô¹
áÅÐ¡ÒÃãªŒ·Õè´Ô¹

·ÃÑ¾ÂÒ¡ÃáÃ‹

¾ÅÑ§§Ò¹

·ÃÑ¾ÂÒ¡Ã»†ÒäÁŒ

·ÃÑ¾ÂÒ¡Ã¹éíÒ

·ÃÑ¾ÂÒ¡Ã·Ò§·ÐàÅ
áÅÐªÒÂ½˜›§

·Ò§ªÕÇÀÒ¾
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ÊÔè§áÇ´ÅŒÍÁ¸ÃÃÁªÒμÔ
áÅÐÈÔÅ»¡ÃÃÁ

ÊÔè§áÇ´ÅŒÍÁàÁ×Í§
áÅÐªØÁª¹

ÁÅ¾ÔÉ

¡ÒÃà»ÅÕèÂ¹á»Å§ÊÀÒ¾
ÀÙÁÔÍÒ¡ÒÈáÅÐÀÑÂ¾ÔºÑμÔ
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